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FBEFACE. 

The question may be asked : "Why publish the 
'Short Line to the Koman Catholic Church,' since we 
have so many. works, deeper in thought and more 
comprehensive in scope ?" 

My reasons are the following : 

Ic Some people take neither time nor trouble to 
read elaborate works. They say : "Time is money," 
our leisure hours are very limited; however, we can 
and will peruse the "Short Line.** 

2. Others, their education being limited, demand 
food easily digested. In the "Short Line" this class 
of readers will not be disappointed. 

3. Pastors are frequently called upon to supply 
those under their charge with books; books, that 
proverbially never find their way home. Should the 
"Short Line" not return, the loss is easily sustained. 

The Author. 
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TO THE — 

Roman Catholic Church. 

PAKT I. 
OBJECTIONS TO RELIGION. 

Thomas : "Rev. Father, how long have you been a 
Catholic r 

Father : "My friend, this is a blessing J have 
enjoyed all the days of my life. Being born of 
Catholic parents, they brought me up in the church, 
founded more than 1800 years ago not by man, but 
by Jesus Christ Himself. In this holy church, with 
the help and grace of God, I shall live and die." 

Thomas: "Indeed, Father, you are very positive. 
You seem to entertain no doubts as to your faith 
and, of course, for you this must be a source of great 
pleasure. Catholics, I have noticed, are not tossed 
to and fro by every 'Wind of doctrine.' By the way, 
are there many Back-sliders among you ?'' 

Father: ^^ There is a black sheep in every flock; 
however I may say without fear of contradiction, 
that no Catholic has ever denied the faith on his 
death-bed. This reminds mo of Melanchthon's famous 
words to his dying mother: The Protestant doctrine 
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is tlio tasiest, but tlie Catliolie la tUe surest.' (Audin, 
Life of Luther, t. III. p. 268.) Not to uhimge the 
fiubjeet, Thoinae, what is your faith ?" 

Thoiaas; "I Btn sorry to aay, Father, that your 
aosiver to my queation was more definite than mina 
ahall be to yours. Strictly spettltiug, I do not belong 
to any church. My niuther belongs to the Lutheran, 
my father to tlio Baptiat, and I lean to the M. E. 
church." 

Father : "Quite a religions Babel in yonr house I 
I am not a little surpriaed to see your house hold 
together, for our Savior says ; 'Every city or house 
di«ded against iteelt, shall not stand.' (Matt. 12:25) 
Furthermore, Thomas, you aeem to be on the fence: 
but remember the words of the Lord : 'He that is 
not with me ffi against me.' " ( Matt. 12 ;30. ) 

Thoraaa : "Of eourae, I know that a man ought to 
join the church. However, I am like many youths, 
who in the hey-day of life sow their wild oats. When 
I get older, I shall settle duwa and make a solemn 
profession of faith." 

Father : "It aBems, Thomas, you are holding a 

lease of life on your own terms. Since when did yoa 

make this contract with the Almighty t Furthermore, 

e you going to make God a present of old bonet\ 

t you can no longer drag about? Think of a luftc 

tying to you: Friend, I make you a present of 

i, because it is fit for nothing elae. Is it not pre- 

s to ask people to treat us better than we 

Erilling to treat God KumseLf f 
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Finally, yon seem to think that religion is a mstier- 
of choice, an;] tliat tlie Almighty has every reBBon to- 
be thankful to us, should we oondescend to accept 
His truths. 

God is our Lord imd Master; wo are His creatures, 
children and aiibjeots. If the rigkts of parents over 
ohildren are great, the rights ot God over us, Hib 
.duldren, must be greater, because the power Ha 
Bwaya is absolute, Either God ha.a established a 
flboTch ur he has not. If He has, it is no longer a. 
matter of choice, but of duty to join it. 'He that 
bdievethnotshaUbedaiQiiad;'Markl6: 16. Suppose 
B man lost in the woods— he is groping in the dark 
— leeling for the way that will lead bim home where 
ft Und wife and loving children are waiting impatiently 
to receive hira witii open arms. Now, yon kindly offer 
iiim your lantern, but he bluntly refuses to accept. 
your kindness, — would not this be an insult to youF 

But remember, by sin man strayed away from God 
— BO (ar that he was lost— that he worshiped false 
gods. Jesus Christ ooiues with the lantern o( 
neTelstion to lead him home; but he refuses to go, 
he prefers darkness to light. Is not this a groea 
issnlt to the Supreme Being? Hence it is the 
imperative duty of every man, who knows this, to 
embrace the religion of Christ at once, without the 
least hesitation. 'Without faith it ia impossible to 
please Oud.'" (Heb. U. 6.) 

Thomas: ''Some people and, not unfrequently, 
fetdBrt people say; there is iia God." 
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Father: '"To him, TCbo appeals to re 
Atheist does cot seem emart. The Paahuist si 
'The fool hath said . 'lis heart: There is no 
(13, 1.) Either something existe, or it doeen 
it doee, it follows, that eomething haa always e; 
To deny the conclusion would be to admit an 
without a cause, a bat without a hatter, a 
without a watchmaker. This is abstudity, pu. 

Thomfts: "I see the force of your logic. 
Ingersoll says: 'The universe, according to my il 
is, always was, and forever will be * * ° 
the one eternal being — the only thing that e' 
does, or can esiet.' " 

Father; "It is true, he says so; hie idea howe^^^J 
is not in accordance with reason. Listen to the reply 
of the Eev. A. Lambert: 'That which is eteraal Is 
infinite, It mnst be infinite; because, if eternal, it 
can have nothing to limit it. But that which is 
inflnite must be infinite in every way. It limited in 
any way, it would cot be infinite. Now, matter is 
limited. It is composed of parts, and composition 
is limitation. It is subject to change, and change 
involves limitatioa. Change Bupposes succeBsion; 
and there can be no Bucceasion without a beginning, 
and therefore limitation * * Matter is limited, 
and therefore finite ; and if finite in anything, £.nite 
in everything; therefore finite in time, anii, therefore, 
not eternal. Something exists, aod since aomotbing 
laistB, it follows, that something necessarily existo. 




t exist ; 
1 imagine tb 
1, Mare, Jupiter, etc. HoweTer, wliat is true ot 
a part ot the univeree is true of the whole : therefore, 
matter is oot eternal; therefore, there tuiist be a, 
supreme Being-God." 

Thomas: "PantheistB Bay, there 
antstanee, of which everj^hing existing ia nothing 
e than a modification. Cou]i1 not the unirers 
at large, as they aay, be God?" 

Father: "No; for the reason already given i 
speaking oC Atheism: the universe ia not eternal. 

a underatand each other. Pantheiani means, 
that everything is God. Thia involves many 
OOntradiotionB, as can be readily seen in any work, 
philoBophioally Boiin<1. Let me call yonr attention 
to two ineonaistenciea only. Bnppoee a lady coming 
j{i contact with a hnge, ngly-looking rattle-i 
Almost frightened to death, breathtess, she turns to 
_Jon for help, But the only consolation you g 
,is to answer; 'Never mind, good Indy, go baokl After | 
■It, your ladyBhip and liia BnakeHhip are one and the , 
« sabatance; yon as well as lie are a part of Qod, i 
tbongh you are just now on fighting terms.' 

Again ; euppise, Thomna, you were to box the ears 
of ft Pantheist and justify your nngentlemanly 
Ocmdnct thns. 'Don't get excited over a little cuff op 
You see we are one and the et 
J^'basiag your ear, I, of course, box mine aleo-., uoS ] 



SBOBT LINE. 

it I can etaud it, why alionld you object to 
warm applications?" 

Thomas: "Evidently, it -woiild be -very nn' 
reduce the pantheiHtical doctrine to practice, 
have you to aay about the doctrine of Fatality? 
you are aware, some people attribute e 
chance." 

Father; "Tes; some ■weak-minded people 
But to USB your words, let us reduce this doctrina' .^ 
to practice also. On arising to-morrow morning, we 
behold to our litter surprise a new rail-road, lOOO 
miies long, well equipped with vestibule cars and 
silver-mounted locomotives, running through tuunela 
and over well-built bridges at the rate ot 40 miles an 
hour, stopping along the line at all stations, whera 
A. K. officials attend to their duties promptly. 

You ask the question; Who Iniilt th.e road laet 
nights I answer: Frknd, It in the work of chance. 
■What would you think of me? 

Bead, Thomas, on this subject the first chapter of 
'Our Chiistian Heritage' by Cardinal Gibbons. Itia 
a work, that should adorn every man's library; a 
work, to which I ehall occasionally refer with 
pleasure. After giving a most glowing description 
of the harmony and beauty of this world, hia 
Eminence says: "Indeed, every msn whose intellect 
is nut pyrverted, is forced to acknowledge that a 
World in which saeb beauty and harmony and order 
lie displayed, must be the work of a supremely 
Intelligent Being. All men, even the most unculti- 




,liBve a sense of the beautiful; they hnve certain 
and uniform canona of taste 
developed; they have in their mind an ideal by which. 
they can at once determine whether, or cot, a certain 
work is marked by order and regularity. The moat 
ignorant peasant will recognise order in the disciplined 
march of an army, and disorder in the pell-mell rout 
of a mob. The aenae of order is, therefore, common 
to US all, and we see it everywhere displayed in the - 
universe. 

Now this order presupposes an adaptation ot 
owans to an end. This adaptation implies awonder- 
ftd conception and foresight, and tliis conception 
and foresight manifest an intelligent Creator. There 
Is no other reasonable way of accounting for the 
order esisting in the universe. It cannot be the 
IWult of chance, as some ancient philosophetH 
'£aiagin<ed. Chance, as we comnionly nudetatand the 
'tBrm, implies a cimae which does not foresee the 
Affect that follows from it. Chance involves the 
'Sbsence of uniEormiiy and continuity. But in the 
■world of nature, we observe laws that sre constant 
and invariable in their operations. We see a regular 
Bnooeaaion of day and night, and a uniform revolution 

Thomas: "Some people deny the existence ot the 
Boul. They say: After death all i» over." 

Father: "Materialists teach this doctrine. Tolumee 
bxva been written against it. Permit me, however, 
to rder to the big / only. This I gives me the ae- 
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i beyond a shadow o( doubt, that I t 
very eame person I was 20, 30, or 40 jeurB ag 

ScientistH on the other hand tell me, that my b 
undergoes a radical change, that its substanoaj 
totally renewed. It \b true, they differ i 
time re(|uirod Tor this transformation; but all a 
that after the lajjaa of about seven years 
particle of my former body remaine. Deatro 
I, L e. the soul, and what lollowH? My form 
■would be tu me, bo tar as I am ijersonaily cone 
a 'Tabula rasa;' parents would lavish favors i 
children, not their own; children would t 
mothers, who wonld have no claim whatever t< 
token of £lial love; yea, the punishment, inflicted 
the state, would necessarily have to be of a b 
duration, leet an innocent man be made to S! 
oontracta would be binding at beat for si 
only, 

Aa to Aftm- death all is over, it is beneath \ 
dignity of man. People, truly good, never say 
death all is over; -those only whoso proapeots i 
future state are not very flattering, lull then 
to sleep by saying After dctilh alt is over. He 
yAsn death stores them in the face, theii ci 
does not correspond with their former teaching. 

Have we nut a great longing after im 
When we get sick we send for a physicit 
Why? To stay the hand of death, to prolong M 

Have not all nations, heathen as well as chrisi 
believed in a future state of life? Why do we p 
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flowers and evergreens on the gcaTes of our departed 
friends? To immortalize them. Whut conaolea the 
heart-brokeu mother, bending orer the grave of her 
only child? The words of our Bavior; 'The girl is 
uot dead, but eleepeth.' (Matt. 9:24.) That we long 
flfter immortality, no man can deny. Would it not 
ba.ve been cniel on the part of our Creator to implant 
in our hearts desires never to be gratified? 

Our Cardinal again; 'In a mortal body, he carries 
BH immortal bouI. In this perishable mass, resides 
axL imperiBhiible spirit. Within this frail, tattering 
temple, abines a light that nfll always burn, that 
irill ueTor be extinguished. As to the psst. we are 
finite; as to the ■future, we are infinite in dll^atio^ 
Aa to the past, we are creatures of yesterday; as to 
toe future, we are everlasting. When this house of 
BUy will hare crumbled to dust, when this earth 
Asil have passed sway, when the sun and stars shall 
grow dim with years, even then our soul will live 
'nfid think, remember and love; for God breathed 
iato US a living spirit, and that spirit, like Himself, 
IB clothed witli immortality. 

The soul is the principle by which we live and 
tnove and have our being. It is that which forma 
ADd. perpetuates our idenity; for it makes us to be 
Uie same yesterday, to-day, and forever. The soul 
htiB intellectual conceptions and operations of reason 
and judgment independent of material organs. Our 
own experience clearly teaches ua this important 
pc^t. Our mind grasps what the 
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reach. "We think of God and of His atributea, 1| 
have tlitiiights of justice imd of tnith, ■ 
mentally the connecticm existing between prem| 
and conclusions, we know the difference betin 
good and evil. Snch a principle being indepen( 
of matter in its operations, must needs be indefl 
dent o( matter also in its being. It is, tliereforfi 
its nature, subject to no corruption resulting fi 
tnalter. Its life, which, is its being, 
guished and caanot be extinguisl jd vHth that o: 
body.'" 1 1 

Thomas: "Since the existence of Oud and. J 
immortality of the eiml cannot be called ir 
it tollowH, that we shonld rer iler TT'"! due boi 
and obey His fatherly commands. But with n 
question often ftrisea: How can we know Hia i 
will ? To me it seems beneath God's dignity, to s] 
or to make Tcvelations to croatuies so infinitelyf 
below Him." 

rather: "God is omnipotent. He can do all thj 
whatsoerer He pleases; hence He can make His | 
known to ns, provided He ohooaea to do s 
dec; this is to deny the very attribu 'ee t 
Some people, it is tnie, consider it ijeneath'l 
dignity of God to speak to ns; but if it w 
nenth His dignity to create ns, why should i 
beneath His dignity to teach and direct lis? InoBj 
we might call His goodness m question, W6re,B 
to lesve tiB, His creatures, in a labyrinth of (~ 
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without a Riiide, withont » ilirector, without \ 
teaehtT." 

Hiomas: "If we way give credence to tbe Sticred ] 
Bpriptiirea, sin came into Uiie world thiongh the j 
dlEobedienco of our First parents. However, here at ] 
!, a difficulty presents itaeK to my mind: Eitlief I 
<3o4 knew, that man ■would transgress tLe law, 
&e did not know. If He did, aa it is reasonable 

it doea aeem, with all due deference to tlio ] 
^fflieEt opinion of othera, that a kind and merciful I 
Jfither would not have thrown stniiibling bliicka ii 
way at His cliiidren. Look at the long train of "1 

qiient on the Pall of man," 
'atbec; "Just think of it, Thomas. In the first I 
call God to an account. la this not ( 
1? It ia an hiimilaliou on the part of i 
eechildrenquestiOQ their authority; but, 
W hnmiliating mnst it ba on the part of God, to ' 
Him to an account? To qiieatio 
authority is to insult him. 
•I Di the second place, yon deprive God oC a privilege, 
i-liicli you readily concede to man. Our state | 
fffiiualB buUd jada and erect penitentiaries; they 
biiact aud pass laws, whose violation is a penitentiary . 
TOflenoe; though they are morally certain of arrest- 
er or later. Yet, who has 
lala of being unmerciful? 
n, what you deny Vo Ooil. 
uf his uoet noble attnbute; i 




|mg tiie transgressor 
accused th( 



you concede to ir 
- laatly, ; 



D> attribute of which he ia bo justly -gtwid. utvVJ 
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which esalte him so far above the level of the bqj 
creation; I meanr mora! freedom. 

'By moral freedom,' buvb Cardinal Gibijons, 'I m 
tliat. while man iB conBcientiously honnd bv lanj 
IB not necesBitated by it. Man enjoys moral j 
dom. He 18 at liberty to conceive thoughts goc 
evil; and it no external violence is offered to hin 
can speak and act veil or ill. He htia the inheft 
jiower to choose between right and wrong, 
pruiae or blaspheme hia Maker. He is free to 1 
or despise bis parents, to hate or fojrgive 
to help the poor if the meana are at hand, c 
their petition; to eat and drink, or to decline i| 
ia set before him; to entertain deliberately u 
defiires, or to epnm them; to tell the truth o 
prevaricate. 

If there is any truth "which is plain and himina 
■which is profoundly rooted in the hnnian heart a 
■nniversally admitted liy the human raw 
dortrine which proclaims that there ia witiiin 119I 
active principle capable of deliberating, chooi 
, and determining,- — which tella us that we are n 
machines subject to purely mechanical impulse 
mtre animals led by blind instinct, which m 
and controls us. 

I have an innate sense or feeling that I am 
agent. Just as I have the evidence of my 1 
that the sun gives me light, that the fire warm 
that I am now writing in my room; so I ha 
innato conviction that I possess free*will, that I a 



OBJECTIONS TO KELlalON. 



17 



speak or be silent, and that, if n 
oUed, I can walk out or remain at home. I am not 
more certnin that I feol a sensation of htmger than 
I am of my ability to accept or reject the food that 
is Bet before me. Nay, I um us ictinuitely jjersuaded 
cif my moral liberty aa I am of my very eiiHtencej 
l'ir it ia the aame interior monitur that makes me 
Cimscioiis of both. This vita] jiriiiciple within me 
'» HB wortliy of behet when it tells mo thiit I am tref, 
m when it telle me that I exist.' , 

Deprire a man of this freedom ami what better ia 
hi than a ruoning engine, put in motion by the 
tagineer? Deprive a man oi this attribute and he 
feeervea no credit for whatever good he mxy do, 
jlob a man of thie boon, and it ia a crime to punish 

("Jie criminal; rob a man of this preoiooe jewel, 
jlod berames the author of every crime, oomm 
this world. 
k , Toll see tben, Thomae, moral freedom elevatoftl 
p J man. God indeed foresaw the abuse of this freedotiiH 
ibut Hifl tore- knowledge does not depi' 
t ngbt of conferring favore upon His ureaturee, who 
' tEiereby are made reaponeible tor their own acts;. 
Ton seeui to cuoeider God unmerciful for conferring 
' bleesings upon you. Indeed it proves His unbound- 
ed meroy; for God knew, that this freedom would | 
b« Abuiied to insult Him. 

God'a will, that it ehoiild depeni 
L'hoice, whether we would enti 
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heaven: but had we not reoeiveJ moral Treedora, ti 
would be iiapoaeibie." 

Thomas; '■Speaking at haavea reminds r 
oposita, hall. Father, do jou believe in everlaatij 
piiaishment ? Justice, ot uourse, demands s( 
iehment, but it does look unreaaonable. tha1(| 
meroiful Father ahoold punish an erring child tore 

Father ; "You uphold the TJniyeraaliats, who tea 
that ^1 men will finall j be saved. Indeed & few di 
ago a fine fellow west a step farther; 'I cannot e 
he argued, why God does not pardon the poor dew 
He demands of ua what he refuses to do I 
He aaka us to pardon all men, even our en 
but He Himself declines pardoning the deviL' 

Thomas, let me appeal to your reason. D 
believe in the justice of God?" 

Thomas: "Indeed I do. ,Iuatico is 
attribute ol Gktd." 

Father: "Do jou believe, that a just Gk>d i 
punish sin as long as it lasts?" 

Thomas : "Of course, I do." 

Father: "Very well; but, when a man leaves thW. " 
world in a state o( mortal sin, does it not last for- 



Thomas; "I believe I must h 
in the affirmative. Unless I do 
tiae to prove the possibility of 
£ of the 



this question 

II will require 

n the world 

very probable 
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, DsglMt to do there, what he rafased to do here. 
This, of oonrse would be a vary unpleaaant task." 

Father: "Consequently, the belief in hell or STer- 
Isating pnniBhrneat is reaeoaable. 

Purthermore, Thomas, deny hell and the sinner 
ifill eTentually triumph over God, Just think of it; 
the thief could say : I know, God, you have tor- 
bidden me to appropriate the property of my neigh- 
bor; but aB to your commandments I care not a 
atraw. The time will come, when you must take me 
into yoar house and I shall be there in spite of You. 
I know You have legislated against impurity; but 
e it is so pleasing to frail nature and Yon cannot 
poniah forever, I shall gratify my passionB. Heaven 
will be the portion of the impure aa well as the pure. 
To this punishment the Sacred Scriptures refer 
almost on every page. Let; us, however, take into 
' ooneideration one verse only. In St. Matthew we 
read: "These shall go into everlasting punishment, 
but the just into life everlasting.' (25:46.) Here 
s word fvertastitig ocoura twice in the same sen- 
'^enoe; once in connection with punisfDaent, and 
in in connection with life. As to the latter, all 
'P'nivBraaliats agree, that everlasting means Tiever- 
^ending, no doubt because here a favor ia extended. 
I'bnt by what authority can they claim, that the 
' vord has not the same meaning in the former case? 

Once a Universalist asked me the following qnes- 
ition: 'Do you Catholics believe in hell T Yea, f 
la the reply. After pausing a little, he said : 'You 
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nmst be a happy people for yon expect the ^ 
and therefore you wiU never be dieappointed,' 

In concliieion, says our Cardinal bo beantifa 
'I admit yoii will now say, that the pnnishini 
be just, but how can yoa reconcile it with o 
of divine clemency ? 

God is, indeed, infinitely merciful, but His n 
cannot absorb His other attributes; it < 
counter to Hie justice, His aancity, and that a 
order He has established in the world. The 1 
appreciation one has for benevolence, troth, c 
and moral rectitude, the greater is hia antipatld 
the opposite vices. Now, God. 'whose lovi 
knows no bounds must by the very nature o 
Being have an iinmeasarableaversionforalliii 
and therefore He can nerer be reconciled tai 
sinner, so long as be voluntarily clings to hisl 
God exults not in the 'sufferings of His creatt 
but in the manifestation of His eternal attribute 

Again, God is indeed merciful, but He n 
Hie luercy on any man. He never does violenq 
our free-will, which ia a precious, though a p 
boon. He wishes, indeed, the saltation of all S 
but He wishes also that man's will should rs 
He desires, therefore, our eternal happiness by e 
means short of destroying our freedom of 8 
He gives grace to ineline our heart, not to coo 
God is not willing that any ehouliJ perish, but t 
all should eome to repentance. But how c 
hope to be saved, if repentance be wanting' 
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a and contrite he&rt He will not deEpise; b 
neither humble nor contrite, what c 
itT To the cry for pardon He ever listens, 
if that cry is never heard? And it a man 
,.r- ~~ ^— Jtently rebel against the Hppeala of paternal 
loye, he baa no one but himself to blame for tho 
oooHequenoeB. If & drowning man refuses to ai 
the life-preserrer within his grasp, be ia solely 
apoQsibls for his nnbappy fate. And if a man prefero 
to lie borne down by the tide of passion rather than 
listen to *.he inspirations of grace, he alone is tO' j 
blame. The Prodigal Son never reproached hia ■ 
indalgent father, but himself for the miseries that 
foUoweit his dissipated life.' " 

Thomaa: "Father, do not imagine, that I am ' 
inimical to the churches, If yon think so, you are 
miataken. I like all churches. They keep the ct 
mon people in restraint and over the weaker ses they 
"have a calmir : inflnence. But we men of reason 
need not troi"::la ourselves about these minor aSairs." 

Father: "I am surprised at you. i'on boast of 
reason but you dethrone it. It ia very unreasonable 
lo like all churches. On a givfu question, the doc- 
trines of tliese churches are conthcting; one church 
Wys, no; the other, yes. Now, to say: I like the 
teaching of both, conflicting as they are, practically 
means thi.s: I like lies as well as th^ truth. Oonf 
qoently, to be consistent, even ice men must H 
ftaa ohtircU only. 

Eorthermore, either OoJ has BYiokeii ot &* \ 



not; if He has, we men as well as the ladies a 
common people are bound to listen. On the otb 
hand, if He haa not, why impoae upon ths weali 
people a burden, which tliey are 1 3t bound to c; 
They have as much right to tbe truth as we 
and it is very ungentlomanly to dupe them. In H 
long run, (idsehood wiO not have a reatrit 
calming influence over the hearts of men.'' 

Thomas: "In business, competition is the lifefl 
trade. To promote emulation among the a 
it is good to have many ehnrclies. Hence, I faelit^ 
God delights in them." 

Father: "God, being truth itself, ctin not deli^ 
in falsehood. He is the God of truth and the da] 
is the father of lies. Even men, reapeotabli 
are highly insulted by ncjusing them of lies, 
an insult must it then V.c to God, to accuse Himfl 
taking delight in falsehcud f This you n 
do, Thomas, by saying, God delights in oonflictM 
ohurclies. It is to destroy one of tlie nttributeM 
God — -sanctity. To deny Him this attribute, ii 
deny His existence. Therefore the objection i 
fill to the ground. 

Furthermore, can there be no emulation wit 
having recwurae to hes? Should this be the o; 
would always try to be on the side o( truth. Suppose' 
a father having two sons. They quarrel all day aliout 
thu product of 2x2. Dick, the older, iuHista tiiat 
2x2^4, wberona Harry, the youuger, says that 
2x3^5, The emulation grows fever-high. Th« 



OBJEOTIONB TO RELIGION. 

dupnte emds in a row, followed by eevere blows and 
bToken akulle, Wouid the father of these boyo 
delight iu sut^h emulatioii, i^QUBedby thelie: 2x2=^? 
Hence, God can not delight in conflicting doctrines." 

Thomas i "What a monotonous world this would ; 
be if ell men were to think alike t It takes all kinds { 
of people to make a world." 

Father; "To make a world, Thomas, it ia oertainly "* 
not necessaTy. to have people believing in false doo- 
trines. All intelligent men agree on this; 2-|-2^^4; 
4—3^1; 3s2=6; 10^2-=5, But who mmaiders 
this monott>Dona? It the biiainess world were not 
to agree on this, were not to think alike, what dis- 
tatbiint'ea, what rows, what law-suits would ensue? 
Booiety woiikl be in a stiite of continual turmoil. 

To teach fake doctrines anil to tell a lie is one t 
the same thing. Now, Thomas, imagine a churcli 
telling a lie for the sake of breaking the monotony. 
A lie la something bad in itself; you may whitewaeh! 
it all the days of your life and yet it will always , 
remain s black lie. 

In this great world, there is enough to break the 
monotony without having recourse to 
Suppose a family, consisting of tatber and mother, 
MODS and daughters. 'They are one heart and one 
soul,' Every member ia perfectly Hatisfied ; each 
jwrforma his duty without a murmur; there ii 
JKr — DO friction; the happinees of the household is 
Who would not envy that family f And 
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the words; Sou^ happy they are! would (all from 
erery lip. Thay nre liappy becduse they think alike. 
In like UHimer the reEgions irorld ahould conetitute 
one family, ot which God, who can not contradict 
Himaelt, who can not represent to yon and me the 
Hame thing aa tnie and False at the same time, is the 
Father, To Him it must be a sonree ot pleasure to 
see us of one mind, love one another, be resigned to 
Hia holy will, do what He commands and believe 
what He proposes to our belief, no more and no lesa. 
Ecce quam, bonum at quam jucundiim habifare 
fratrea in ununi. Ps. 13'2: 1. 'Behold how good 
and how pleasant it is for brethren to dwell together 

Thomas: "Churches are like roadn. Many roada 
lead into the same town. Hence, one church is as 
good as an other." 

Father: "Thia may seem plausible to a superficial 
thinker ; but people who give the objection a second 
thought must see its fallacy, its sophistry. It la 
Talmage's great bobby. Ho compares the variona 
churches to so niiioy railroads running from New 
York City to Chicago. Perhaps, Thomas, you read 
this, and because a man of notoriety eaya so, yon 
take it for granted, it must be so. Exercise your 
reason aad do not surrender your thinking' faculty. 
While it is true, that many roads lead into the same 
town, it is not true, that crossing the right road will 
lead into the town. There is no contradiction in 
^Sp^^g that many roads lead into the same town. 
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tbcmgh some may be better, shorter and more 
pictiiresqiie than others. However, there is a coD' 
tradtQtion in saying this of cross-roade. 

Imagioe yourself five miles from CanDeltoa in a 
lioe, level country; in a country where all roade are 
on the section line. Yon are a stranger— Oannelton 
ia yoior destination. Yon meet a gentleman at the 
sroGB-roads, and you ask; which road leads to Can- 
orfton? He replies, one is as good ae the other. 
Instead of continuing your journey from East to 
West, you turn North or South, would you arrive 
at Cannelton? No. Why not t Becaiim one road 
b not 08 ffoorf ti8 anotli^r, especially, when it leads 
Ttni from instead of to Cannelton. In like manner 
tiro chnrchea, teaching doctrines contrary to each 

■ iMior., are cross-roads to one another; coDseqaently 

[;l>otb cati not lead to God, who can nut contradict 

'ISimseU, whose church must be one. as He is one. 

'Hence, one church is not as good as another." 

Thomas: -There is not much difference between 
me church and another. Hence, it is immaterial to 
viiich one ii-e belong." 

Father: "Theoretically, people seem to believe 
that there ia 'not much difference,' but practically 
they believe the reveraa To test a man's faith, you 

' need but appeal to his purse, and you will be Eta- 
ioiuBhed how sensitive his reasoning faculties are. 

.'Nto tuan, really believing that there is no difference 
ween one church and another, and having already 

I'S^TUcb within his square, will pass this church, go 
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into Lis pocket, sacrifice hie dollarB litid cents and 
build a L'btircli five siitiares off, Triiich chiirch he 
atteciils regularly every Sunday. We American 
people are too practical ; we liavB too much sense to 
pursue HO wild a course. If people are willing to 
part with what is next to their heart, part with Iheir 
money, hard-earued money, money eoaked in the 
eweat ot their brow, to erect a church when several 
churches are in sight, they must believe thjit there 
is considerabli difference between one and another. 
And they are tight, there ia a great difflerence. The 
Univerealiat teaches, tor inetance, that all men will 
finally be saved, whereas the other Protestanta sssuro 
Ufl that the wicked will be consigned to everlasting 
flames. Is this not a great difference? Even if but 
one Boul should be lost, it would still be a great 
difference. Let us suppose, however, that there is 
not mueh difference, it would make one or the other I 
church falae, What pleasure would God, the eternal 
truth, take in a Talee church? Think of associating ■ 
God with falsehood until dooms-day ; "I am with you I 
all days, even to the conaumation of the world;'" i 
Matt. 28:20. ' 

Thomas: '^All churchee agree on essentials. Hence, .j 
all are good. j 

Father; "I tear, Thomas, you are simply repeating 
what you have heard some men say, men who 
imagine they are smart, because they have fine 
boards, wear nice clothes, sport gold watches and j 
ls, and on account of their wealth stand high IWH 
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Learn to think for }'oiiraeir and do not ape 
people. After a moment's coneideratian, 
joii oan not utter such cQcsense. Ask ttie Evangel- 
ical Clinrch whether baptism ia essential to BKlvation 
and her teacheta will 'answer in the affirmative. Ask 
the M. E. Church and the tmswer to the same 
qaestion ia negative. Ask reason and it will e&j: 
"Baptism is either neceeaary or it is not necessary — 
Ohriat either said so or he did not say so — there is 
no medium. The Christian adores Christ as the Son 
Ol the living God. The Jew on the other hand 
deniea Him thia adoration, Whyf Because the 
syiUigogue tpaches him that Christ ia a mere mail, a 
man like other men. Thomas, do yon see any essen- 
tial difference in this ? Consequently it Is ridienlonB. 
to say that the ohnniheB agree on essentials. Christ 
is either God or He is not God ; if He is ; the Jew 
most be wrong." 

Thomas: "We all believe in the same God." 
Father: "Indeed we do not. The heathens do not 
believe in the God of the Jews. The Jews in turn 
do not believe in the God of the ChriatiniiB, since 
they do not believe in the divinity of Jesna Christ. 
Xake the conBicting do<^trines of the so-called 
orthodox churches, and the gumv God could not 
recognize them as His, because He cannot contradict 
Btmself." 

llioinaa: "As far as the divinity of Jeans Christ 
i» OCDoeined other people besides the Jews oall it in. 
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eetioQ. One thing, however, all must adroit: 1 

[ rather; "No good man pretends to be what h 

Jeans Christ not only made pretentions j 
lot positively proclaimed Eia divinity. ThereM 

B not God, He waa a bad man." 
f Thomas: "Provided we go to heaven, it matte; 

4 what we believe." 
I Father; "Provided, of Gourse. But here ( 
e tng of war. For what mnst we provided 
e a stranger meets jou at the cross-roads i 
a you for the road leading to his destination, a 
yon reply; it matters not what road yoa I 
provided you get there. Would yonr anai 
him? By no means. He would consider yoa a 
subject for the lunatio asylum. To ar: 
destination, he mnst take {provide for, if you chod 
the right road. In like manner to go to heavenB 
mnst follow the road pointed out by Jesus C 
'Not every one, that saith to me, Lord, Lord, e 
enter into the kingdom of heaven; but he that d 
the Kill of my Father, who is in heaven, he s 
enter the kingdom of heaven.' (Matt, 7;21. ) 
it does matter ichai we do and believe.'" 

Thomas; "When we get to heaven we sh 
lie asked, to what church did we belong V 

Father; "THifii tre get to heax-en, I admit; ' 
before we get to heaven we will be asked that qd 
tion at the partionlnr judgment. 'It is 

once to die and after this the jadgmaj 
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Heb. 9:27. 'He that beliBTeth not eball be ( 
demned-,' Mark 16: 16. 

Thomas, buy your friend a OhriBtmaa gift that I 
■will cost SIO.OO. He receivea it rather coolly— 
looks as sober as a jiidge — not a Hmile playe upon 
iuB lips — -no thankB are expreaaed: will yon buy him ' 
a present next Christinas ! No. Why not? B 
he had insulted you by not appreciating yonr gift, i 
But see at what expense Christ has offered l 
gift ot faith. He left Hie father's house, came into ' 

is niiserable world, betanie a belpleas child, suffered , 

uger and thirst, beat and cold, subjected himself j 
to all kinds of persecntion, bloody sweiit, scoarging | 
at the pillar, crowning of thorns, oruciflxion. And 1 
yet in spite of all this. He should be so indifferent I 
Bs not eren to ask, whether we belonged to Hia j 
tihttrcb or not ; whether we embraced or rejected His 
doctrines? Snrely, if the heathens, the Mormons 
and the Jews stand us good a chance as the tnie 
Christian, thea I ask, why did Christ go to the 
trouble of establishing His church? Thomas, thia 
ieso ridiculoQS, that it requires no other argument." 

Thomas: "A man should live and die in the re- ] 
igion in which be was horn. I have no t 
turn-coats." 

Pather: "Thomas, what yon say can not stand tha 1 
T^i of reason. If a man is born in the true religion, J 
he should of course oling to it to the very last; if 1 
not, he should retrace his steps at once. Convinoe ] 
^t the Catholic Cl"Ai:cii is -wtoq^ w«i "^ "^ 
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leave it before Bun-down. I would do exactly n 
a reasonable tniTeler doee. Tell bim be 
■wrong road, and be will retrain bis steps, and yihi 
right about. Slioidd be not do so, you would j 
him. for a fool. If your doctrine were true. Thom 
,theii the heathen, having bemme enligbteutid, ahoq 
continue to worship plants, trees, stones, heifers S 
crocodiles; the Jew should continue to t 
Lord, Jeeua Obriat; the Mormons should conti^ 
to preach polygamy. 

Ton say you have no wse for titm-cnats, what Ij 
have you then for Luther, Calvin, Zwingli 
HeiiryTm? all turn-coats^ because all i 
Cathohoe. Tou have as much right 'o turn j 
coat Bs tltey did, ivith the additioQal reason that ^ 
turn your coat back to the right way." 

Thomas: "My parents are Protestants; 
religion shall be my religion." 

Father; "On religion Protestants are divided. 1 
I am not mistaken, you admitted this by saying vi 
your mother belonged to the Lutheran, and j 
father to the Baptist Church. The one dii 
the other; will you beloDg to both? It is 
way to make their religion your religio 
Lutheran mother says: baptism ie essential 
tion, but your Baptist father retorts: the old li 
is mistaken, baptism is not essential to salvationjf 
is nothing but a form of initiation. Here 'a 
tiodiction; parent against parent. To believel 
their religion la nonsense, pure and simple.' 
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ThomaB: "Should my parents be loat, I wjsh to 
share their fate. No tnie eaa could be happy in. 
.^eaven, vheo his pajents are Bofleriug the tormenta 
Gt hall." 

Father: "Common sense teaches us, Thomas, that' 
one church only can be true, aince God cannot con- 
tradict Himself: He positively said: 'Thou art 
Peter and uiX)n this rock I will build my church' (not 
ohnrches). Matt, 16:18. And indeed we shonldbe 
■weiik in the faith, were we to beUeve, that any other 
CbuFoh but the Cfltholic could be meant. It is true, 
■we teach: O'll of the diarfh tMre is no salvation; 
but yre teach also, that no one is held responsible 
for what he could not possibly know; that no one is 
sent to hell unloas it be tlurough his own fault. Foe 
iSBtance, suppose a, person belonging to a false 
«|nirch; a person le.adiag to the best of his knowledge 
a blameless life; a person who is heartily sorry for ■ 
,an past sins, who. is firmly resolved to sin no more, 
%ho would willingly renounce error and embrace the 
'imth, if it were made known to him: this person, 
T9 hold, may be saved, not however through the 
JBlse church, which like bad medicine has no Baving 
qualities, but through the grace of God, which 
<^ratea where it will. 

Furthermore, Thomas, even if yon do die in the 
6uth of your parents, it does not necessarily secure 
41ie desired reunion in the world to come. Your 
iPuents, deprived of your opportunities, may through 
'ttie grace of God be saved; whereas to yoa may ~ 
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applied the worda of the Bt. Bev. Fr. 8. Ohatard, D. 
D., Bp, of Tincennes : 'The moment however, they 
begin to doubt, and (ail to follow up the doubtj'and 
find the truth, that luomeiit thsy put themselvea ii 
the wrong, they remain in their bod faith; 
saving faith with them, while in that state, i( 
longer possible.' (Ghristinn Trntha, p. 92.) Remem- 
ber also, Thomas, ynu are within hearing of a 
oatholio boll, surrounded hy catholic neighboffl, 
having st your commnnd eatholie books and papecH. 
FioaJly, divested on the judgment dsy of all carnal 
love, we shall see things as they are and recogoiae ■ ■ 
in them the justice of God. We shall hi 
Qeceasity of rewarding the good and punishing tlui 
wiokedi we shall judge as God judges, think as Qoi. ' 
thinks; in short the will of God will be our will." 

Thomas: '"It mattara not what a man believMj , 
provided he does what ia right." 

Father. "What yon say, Thomas, involves a con- 
tradiction. It implies that a man may believe t 
thing and do just the I'everse. In plain language it ' 
would be to play the part of a hypocrite. If it a 
ters not what a man believes, then he may believB 
that truth is falsehood and falsehood truth; that ' 
blaek is white and white ia black; that there is Oq 
God, no devil, no heaven, no hell, no sacraments} 
that Christ is not God, that- He established no uhuroh. 
Tbe heathen may believe in the worship of mm, 
moon and stars, the Jew in .Tudaism. the Mormon in. 
Mormoniam and the Anarehiat in Aurtrchy, provided 
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he throws no bombsliella at the Hajmatkets oF the 
world. Toa may believe it right to steal — provided 
you do not steal. Ton may believe that 8i2^15, 
provided the atorekeeppr does not object when you 
pay the bill. 

3*0 do Hght, Thomas, coTera mora ground than 
'you imagine. By thifl phrase you merely mean not 
to Mil, not to overreach the neighbor in a busineae 
tranaacition. Herein lies your mistake. To do right 
is to-do the will ot God. What He wills must be 
right, because, being inQaitely perfect, be (tan not 
will anything wrong. Surely yon will not say; To 
Gtod it matters not what we believe. Not even a 
father can be indifferent to the faith of his child, 
muoh less God, to whom we must give an aocottnt 
of every idle word. 'They shall render an account 
for it in the day of judgment.' " Matt. 12 :38. 

Thomas: ■'! am as good as those who belong to 
the ehnrch; in tact I am better than many. Hence, 
I need not join the church." 

Father: "How do yoo know, Thomas, that you 

« better than others? Who appointed yon judge? 
P^hapa you are a self -constituted one. To be a 
lompetent judge, we must be capable of looking 
.nto the hearts of men. must know all the ins and 
outs; otherwise it would be rash to draw a com- 

To all appearances some people not belonging to 
tbA ohnich are better citizens than some of its mem- 
"at this is no argument against the church. 
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Beoause there are aoanterfeit doOare in oiiculatiil 
you will surely not draw the conclusion that tl 
is no genuine dollar, or that this genuine c 
must not find iXe way into your pocket. 

Let ns BuppoHe a practical case, Tou see a 
membei intoiicated. At once the thought ci 
your mind; how wicked that man Is, a church-n 
ber too— kiok at him — if this is religion, I will I: 
nothing to do with it.' 

Ton are right, Thomas; brand drunkence^J 
much aa you pleafle — it is wicked, it ie soandalcf 
but to brand religion itself, because a certain d 
refuses to submit to its dictates is ridiculous h 
extreme. 

rurthermore, drunkenness is a weakness t 
than malice. Premeditated dmnkennesi 
ception. As a rule it is jolly companions that n 
people indulge too freely. 

But remember, my friend, you, sober b 
are, refuse to embrace the truths handed down f| 
h^Lven by Ood Himself, sealed with his sacred j 
precious blood. This is not weakness, but i 
premeditated. Conseqneatly you, too proud | 
haughty to bend the knee before your Maker, i 
be more of an eye-sore to Him than the n 
pointed at by the finger of shame, is j 
through human [rsilty wallowing in the m. 
streets. Well way a drunkard say on the jadgi 
day: It ie true, my God, I have been a 
bave yielded to the temptation ot drink, Z i 



scandalized my fellow man; but one thing I did aot 
I did not deny Thy coming into the ■world; I 
did not treat Thy teaching with titter contempt by 
^oeitivoly refusing to accept it; I have never been 
BO proud, BO stubborn and malicious. 

Finally, Thomas, take the tollowitig piiintB .into 
consideration : 

If all people frere what they should be, there 
would be n'> neoess^ty for the establishment ot a 
ohnreh. It is the sicli thut require the physieian. 

No man is eo great a sinneT that he could not 
be greatei Hence the church may have great 
eoce over the evil-doeru by preventing them 
falling lower, and 

If fur you the wicied in the church i 
Btiimbling blocks, if yon have a right to disown her 
on this account, then you alao have the right to say: 
I am going to turn traitor to my government, the 
glorioua government of the United States, because 
it lisrbors thieves and rascals. The one is aa ridioa- 
as tlie other." 
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PART n. 
now TO FIND THE TRVE CHVRGli. 



Thomas: "Tou diveBt me of all the respect I 
for the so-oalled churcheB. I am now 
admit, tliEit one church only is and can be true, 
now the question arises : Which is the true 
It divines, making religion the study of t 
differ on this all important questioQ, how C 
young man, with a limited education and 
by necessity to wort for a liviug, arriro at the ti 
since so many cooflioting churchea present \ 
claims and all pretend to baso their doetrii 
Bible?" 

Father: "At first sight I admit, Thomas, it X 
bewildering. Yet the labor is not so hard i 
imagine. With your paruuasion I shall sketiili 
you the outlines; I shall point out the route, i 
will necesHarily lead you to the truth. Ti 
and labor, not to speak of the expense entailed 
will of course be a Short Line. Hence, let u 
the following queetiocs; 

1. Could Jesus Christ establish a church? 

The qnestion is its own answer. He is 
God. 



WAY TO THE TRUE CHURCH. 

2. Had He a right tu entabliBb the Ohristian ' 
Chnrdh? 

Who will dare queutiun itt It is the Maetei's j 
right to command and the Hiibject's dutj" to obey, . 
eapecially if the relationship between the two is that 'i 
d oroBtor and creature. TLo creator's rights ov 
the creature are absolute. 

3. Did He establish a cbitruh? 

This is on nfidisputed liistorical fact, a fuot r 

corded not oeXj m Cathuliu, but aleo Pruteetsnt and J 

Pagan historiee. 

i. Wben did He establish His Ghurchr 

More than 1800 years ago, proved to demonetra- ' 

tioQ according to the <.H)itibined teetimonj of all | 



G, In thu founding of His Church did He teach ' 
.positive doctrines t 

Qt oouree. This ia proven : 

By reiuon. A church without positive doctrines 
la like a government without laws — no government 
staU. 

t St^ipOBB a king about to leave liia subjeote. To 
■Vbera he says: On my return I shall call you to a 
tflt'cf aceouiU. But he lijaves them no laws in oc- 
©ordanoe with which they are to be judged; each 
■one ia to gueee what the king's will Is ; his law has 
not been promulgated. Would any sane man con- 
sider the king's procedure reasonable? Gould not 
Lie subjects say to him on his return: Lord, you 
did not tell ua whut to do and what to avoid — yon 
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did not iaj the law down for ue; hence yon ha'Ve 
right to judge ub axwurding to it. 'Aa for a 
concerned joiir law had no eiistenoe whatever. 

In like manner, to establish a chnrc'li v 
laying down the law— "^*hoTit telling ns what tcq 
Hud Ijolievo to be saved, on what ennditions e 
tion ia granted — ia nnreaaonnble and tyraunoT 
the eitreine. A chnroh, constituted without poaiffl 
docttinta, would condemn the mission of Christ. 

Jiy the Scriptures. 'He that believeth not t 
be condemned" fMark 16 :16. ) Ealieve what ? Sob 
tiling indefinite, vagne, on the imaginary i 
Impoeaible. The BHlvation of a Boul is too fieri 
matter, 'Teaching them to observe all thin 
whatever I have commanded you;' Mi 
Teaoh what? Something at random, n kind J 
wliot-yoii-pli'ase doctrine? So; but what He 1 
taught, neither more nor leas. 'He that doeth ^ 
will«[ my Father, who is in heaven, he ehi 
into the kingdom of heaven;' Matt. 7:21. 
entrance into heavea depends \i]V3n our doing fl 
will ot God, His will must be known to u 
reason aa well as the Scriptures teach ue 
doctrinea of the chnrch of Christ must be 
defined, 

6. For whom has Christ established Hie ohm 

For all — Jew and Gentile. The Jewish Ohl^ 
was eatablished especially for the Jewish i 
the Christian for ail nations: 'Go ye, therefi^ 
teach all nations;' Matt. 29:19. 
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If tlie church was establiahed for all nations, it 
(oIlowB that she muet be the same thtoughoat all ' 
ages; in other words she must be infallible in her 
teachings, ehe must teach the succeeding generation 
what she taught the preceding one; hand down to 
tho end of time whale and uncorrupted the truths 
revealed by God, , 

7. Cimld God make His Church endure to the 
end of time ? 

No do«bt, but He oould I He is God. Imagine 
a contractor building you a house. You give him a. 
large Bum of money for it, but you have hardly 
moved into it, before it tuniblee down: would yon 
not Bay, the man does not know hid business ? 

8. Would He do ao? 

Why cot? He loved Hie Church moet tenderly. 
*He sealed the foundiition of Hie Church with the 
life-blood of His heart.' (Faith ot our Falhera.) If 
a man were to build a hoiise at an enormous expense 
and neglect to preserve it, you would put him down 
aa a foolish spendthrift. Think of latmching a 
OOBtly ship on high sea with no reliable compass, 
without competent manning, Can we fancy an in- 
finitely wise God of being guilty of what we 
creaturee would be ashamed ? 

9. Did He do BO? 

At least He saye so, and whose word is more 
reliable? 'Upou this rock I will build my Church; 
and the gntes of hell shall not prevail against it;' 
Matt, 16: IS. If the Church, as Frotestantfl say, 
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has taught false doctrineB, then the gatea of hellj 
have prevailed and Christ told n lie. Take yoTtpJ 
ohoic^ there is no medium. For my part, 1 e 
cIiDg to the words of Christ. It is blasphemoui 
a&y^/GB, to think that he told a deliberate falsehood, j 

'I am with yoa all days, even to the conaiimatioil | 
of the world;' Matt. 28: 20. 

Imagine, if yoa can, the Son of God abiding with I 
a false church one single moment. Benson reTolts. j 
jit the bare suspicion, that a just God would bind u 
under the penalty of eternal damnation to obey t 
church teaching falsa doctrines. 'He that bi 
not shall be damned.' Mark 16; 16. 

Luther, himself, the father of the Reformatioil,S 
believed in the infallibility of the church. 'Moafrl 
Holy Father,' he writes to the Po[>e, 'prostrate i 
the feet ot your Holiness, I offer myself with e 
that I am and have. Vivify, kill, call, recall, B 
prove, condemn, as you please; I will acknowled 
your voioe as the voice of Christ, who preeidea a 
speaks in you. It I have deserved death, I will □ 
refuse to die. For the earth is the Lord's and the (i 
nesB thereof, who is blessed forever. Amea. May H 
also preserve you forever. Amen. Anno MDXT 
Resotutiones Diaputationum M. LiitJivi' de iitdtii 
gentia^nvi virtute. If we may beiieve De 1 
Professor of Basle and great admirer of Luther, thi 
letter was written May 30, 1518. According to t 
same De Wette, Vol. I., Luther wrote March 3, : 
'Now, Most Holy Father, before God and i 
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of His, I declare that t have not intended, | 

ly ftlea, I do not intend in any way to ] 

iwncli, or by any artifice {titTsutiu') to destroy the ' 

power ot the Boman Chnroh and o£ your Hoiineea; , 

en the contrary I most fully confess that the power ( 

of tlio Church is above all, and that nothing, either i 

in heaven or on earth, is to be preferred to it, except 1 

only Jeans Christ, the Lord of all.' I 

Tliie ia strong language. It is true, however, a ' 

few days later, March the 13tb, he wrote to Spalatin; ■^ 

*I do not know whether tha Pope is Anti-Christ, j 

bimself or his apostle.' DeWette, Vol. I, 239, 240, | 

Jfn abort as the light of Beformrition progressed, the 1 

infiiUibility of the Church waned, and Luther's o'wn I 

lnialUble authority waxed atranger. Hoar what he 1 
WJb : 'I am certain that I have my teaching from 
^^bafaven.' Catitra Hetiericum, A. 1522, p. 7. 

'My doctrines will stand and the Pope will tall, I 

ItotwitliEtanding all the gates of hell, and all the | 

j)Oft*f8 of the air, the land and the sea.' ibidem, p. 7. , 

■Phe Pope has not yot fallen and to judge from, 
appearances is not likely to fall very eoon. 

'I will not allow ft (his teachings) to be judged , 

tty anybody, not even by iiny of the angels. For ' 

certain of it, I iotend by tneana of it, to 
ho your judge and aiso (aa St. Paul says) that of 

ti^ ongela; so that whoever does not accept niy ''. 

flfUHihmjr can not be saved. For it is God's and not I 

,0ne- Therefore my judgment^ is at the same tinw i 
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Ood'a and not mice.' (Luther's Work Againat 
Pope and Bishops, p 3. ) 

Thla is infallibilitj-, pure and simple. He nrro- 
to himself what he denies the Pope. But be 
tliis as it may, Lather believes in intallibility. 

10. If there be an infallible church, ivhii-h ia it? 
■ It must be the first one, the one established by 
ifeeuB Christ more than 18D0 years ago. And thig 
Oi the Boman Catholic Church, frequentiT called the 
fSfother-CJiitreh by Protestants aa well as Catholics, 
RBea'd history. Catholic and non-Catholic, and on 
Mvery page yoH find the traces of this Mother- 
^huriyJi — she is the all-obsorbing topic. Look at 
'the long line of Popee, whose names are mentioned 
I In history, whose deeds are reL'orded No student 
ifamiliar iFitli history can deny that the Koman 
' Catholio Church has existed more than 1800 Jean. 
, The very Eerormation proves it. VThnt was to be 
f reformed? The Church. What Church? The 
S&nnan Catholic Church. "Why? Because, as wae 
liiHegod, she erred — taught false (doctrines. All thfl 
[energies of the reformers, though divided among 
I themselves, were directed against the CathoUo 
yOhurch. Hence, she is prior in existence; hence, If 
'Christ made his Church infallible, TThich He could 
«nd ebould have done, aye, if we may take Hia 
word, has done; then the Roman Catholic Church 
must Ire the true one. It necessarily followa, 
Thomas, that you should think it worth your while, 
when you make your choice, to examine the olaimi 
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Bomaii Catholic first. For ProteBtaota ate 
Bmoijg themaelTefi; FiotestaBtiBm is Bnd has 
'Wn from tJie begiimiiig divided into a tliouaaiid , 
Kid one religious tragments. It ia mach easier to 
enniine united CatholieiBm tliaii disunited Protea- 
tcnlJEm — easier to examine one ohiitch than a. 
hffidred churches.'' 

Thomas: "What you say ia reasonable icdeed. 
But, Father, look here I All agree, thnt in mattere 
■al religion the Bible ia the 'Rule of Faith;' in other 
*ords, it IB our teacher. Yet there are so many 
dnrohea, contradicting eai'li other. To me thia 
Iftia bewildering." 

Father; "You nre mistaken, Thomas, all do not 
^Ijrw. On thia question Catholics and nou-Cathdlics 
1^ divided. With non-Catholica tlio Euie of faith 
M tte Scripture as interpreter! by each person's 
^RtV&te judgment, or, as muny express themselves, 
l^he Bible, the whole Bible, and nothing but th'i 
SAle. 'The Bible alone,' "then, is the non-OathoIio 
'Aile of faith. 

On the other hand, Catholics maintain that th& 
"Ohurcb estnblisbed by Christ ia the divinely-consti- 
Istod teachet in matters of fatth and morals. Hence, 
•fcey Bay: / helkve lii, the Holy Catholic Church. 

K the Bible, then, is the Rule of Faith for Protes- 
ll&tB, and the Church for Catholics, either noQ- 
CbthoUce must be right, and Catholics wrong; 
tite versa. IVlen two contradict each other, 
both may be in error, but one must neoeBBarily ba 
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eo. For instanoe, two bo^s write a oompositio 
a oeitoin colt. One eaje : It is as black as p 
and the other; It ia as white as anow. E-videntlJIj 
OUB of the boys muBt be badly mietaken — the a 
can not be white and black at the same time, 
like manner, there being no third rule, eitha 
Oatholica or non -Catholics must be mistaken. 

But, I think I can prove beyond a reasonaM 
doubt, that the weight of evidence Is on o 
the bonse. In doing go, I shall quote from I 
Bible freely, not beoause we consider it. above t 
Church, the latter being older than the Bible, 1 
because I wish to prove by the Bible itself ( 
great and undisputed authority among 
Catholics. ) that it doee not set itself up as a te< 
that it favors not the Protestant, but the Catbot 
Rule of Faitli." 

Thomas: "Was the Bible the Rule of faith in 
days of our Divine Saviorl" 

Father: "No. Why not? Simply because it h 
then no existence. Was it possible, I ask, for t 
first Christians to get instructions from a book wht 
did not exist? Did Christ write anytbmg hima 
No. Oh ! I am mistaken — He did, on a oerl 
occasion, write on Baad,^bat I presume there U 
record of that writing, — the winds effaced it. . 
He commission the Apostles to write? Ko, for t| 
directions to St. John in the Revelations to m 
the Ohnrches of Asia are merely prophecies of 
ing, addressed to individuals. If the Bible was 
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be the sole rale of faith, why did not the Savior J 
write a oopyl Why did He not miitiply it, es b 
tnoltiplied the loaves and the flsheaf He might I 
have invented a presa, opened a printing-o 
appointed St. John type-setter, St. Matthew proot-^ 
reader, St. Peter boolt-bitider, and all the < 
Apoetlea, Bible agents. He might have inveoi 
reading machine, becoiiee in those days, reading w 
a luznry; and on Main street, tn the city < 
Jeraealem, be might have hung out Hia sign ^ 
the grand inecription: Bible Printing Office! Ji 
no other religion. Read and think for yourselvt 
Unto the coiisiimmalion of the world! 

Would Qot this have been a Yankee trick, — and • 
emart one too,— and a paying one beaides? 
Cihrist said and did nothing ot the kind — therefort^ 
the implied blasphomicB we have repeated a 
all applicable to our Lord and Savior. On the c< 
trary, take your onn authority, the Bible alone,— 
ta^ one Evangelist after the other, — and » 
He did Bity: 

'Go ye, therefore, and teach all nations, baptizi 
them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, a 
of the Holy Gfaoat; teaching them to obaerve B 
thingB whataoever I have commanded you 
behold 1 am with you (necesaarily your aucce 
all days, even to the consummation of the > 
(Uatt. 28 : 19, 20.) 

Again, says the same Evangelist: 'And if he w 
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not hear the Church, let him be to thee a 
heathen and the pablican.' (18 : IT. ) 

'Go ye into the whole world, and preach the | 
(Gospel to every creature.' (Mark 16 ; 15.) 

'He that h-eareth you, heareth mej and he 
fiespiseth yon, despiseth me; and ho that despiseth | 
me, despiseth him that sent me.' (Luke 10 : 16, ) 

♦These thinge have I spoken to yo«, remaining -^ 
with yon. But the Paraclete, the Holy Ghost, whom •! 
tbe lather will send in my nHine, he will teach yon 1 
all things, and hring all things to your mind, what- 
Soever I shall have said to you.' (John 14 : 25, 26. ) 

Suppose you had an important law-suit, and four 
of your own most important witnesaee were to swear 
against you, would you not feel bhiel And don't 
you Bee that the Evangelists, youi four prineipalj 
witnesses, not to speak of, other encred writers,] 
(whom, in the meanwhile, I am keeping in the rear, 1 
and whom I shall soon call on the witness stand) I 
are swearing against you and -jaui Rule of faith." 1 

Thomas: "But, Father, remember the words o[l 
our SaYtor; -Search the Scriptures.' If theee words 1 
BIS not unmistakable in their meaning, I am at a 1 
losfl to know what is plain." I 

Father: "Under what Dispensation do wo livef i 
Evidently, under the New. However, not a word ot I 
the New Testament was written, when our Redeemer I 
said; 'Search the Scriptures.' It is very probable 1 
that oar Lord did not apeak as if commanding, but)4 
merely alluded to the fact that His auditors didj 
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Bearch to verify His references t<Pthe Old TsBtament. 
But granting that He diil; the Savior eritlently only 
utilized the pretension ot liie opponeute, who 
thought thej found in the Scriptures everlasting 
life, in order that they might really find the Old 
TestHment did give testivtony of Him. 

Tou have co right to take a phrase of our Lord, 
wrench it out of ita context and distort its meaning. 
There ivns no New Testament — not a letter oC it 
written. Christ could not possibly allud« to it. 
TheEuleot Tailh was the biiior— OtMia own un- 
erring word, which the Apostles were to preach to 
their generation and teach their sucLeBSors to hand 
down, by His special divine promise and aid, whole 
and unadulterated, to everv ago and nation Hia 
character and miracles were tlie guarantee He offered 
to prove Himself truly God. He delivered over to 
the Apostles, end stood pledged that they should 
infallibly deliver to tlwir eucotssors, the whole truth 
and nothing but the truth. Now, they might and 
did do thfs both bv writing and by word of mouth — 
and this is what we call that unerring Tradition by 
which Christ's whole doctrine and whole law ia 
taught from age to age. 

Consequently, this is what our Savior meant; 

If you do not believe my words, if you have no 
eonftdence in mv works, wonderful as they are. — 
if yon thin& more of the Old Testament than you do 
o( me, go and search that sacred Boot, and you 
ahull find that I am the Mess'iah, promised by Qod 
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in the garden of Eden, longed after by the Patri* ■ 
BTchs, foretold and described by the Prophets. But' i 
did they, the Jews, recognize the Savior after I 
Sairching the ScHpturesI No, they crucified Him." 

Thomas: "Tour argument strikes me forcibly. 
But tlie Bible may have been the Rule qf faith in. I 
the apoetolio age." 

Pnther: "The ApoHtles never saw the Bible . 
know it. An ItaliRU theologian has remarked that 1 
■when the Holy Ghost desconded upon the Apoatleq J 
at Pentecost, he came not in tlie form of jieiis of fire J 
wherewith to write the Gospel, biit. of tongues ot 1 
ftre wherewith to preach it. Tou will admit ttiat ■ 
St. John closed the aacred volume on the island ot i 
FatmoB, at the end of iiis life, when the other e 
were dead and buried. In all probability, St. John 1 
himself never saw our Scriptures. The several bookq- 1 
had been written at different times by different n 
and sent to different nations: Komans, Hebrews, 'J 
Oalatians, Cormthians; nations, hundreds of milea 4 
apart, — at a time when there were no telegraph 'j 
wires, no telephone Imos, no railroads, no s1 
boats. 

If the Bible was to be the Eule of Faith, St. John'^ 
should have i<ollected the various Epistles 
Gospels, bound them together, and written i 
poBtBcnpt, thus: 'We do hold and declare that this •] 
book is, and shall be, the teacher of all nations until:! 
the consummation of the world. Witness my 
and seal.' But did he do thisf No. On the oou- 
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ta&ry, he Bnd the other Apostles follow the ex 

of the Savior, and aay effectively, that the Bible i| 

not the Biile of Faith. 

Non-Catholica BHj: 'It ia all in the Bible.' 
St. John deaies it flatly: 'There are also m 
Other things which Jesus did, wliioh i( they i 
written every one, the world iteelf, I think, woul 
□ot be able to contain the books that ahonld \ 
written.' (21 : 25.) 

Sere are more examplee of rightful Tradition: 

'Having more things to write to you, I wonld d 
by paper and ink: tor I hope, that I diall be wi^ 
yon, and speak face tn face; that yonr joy may t^ 
full.' {2 John 1 I 12.) 

NoD-CatholicB aay: 'Do not believe in ttaditioiM 
take the Bible, the whole Bible, and nothing 
Bible.' But St. Panl says just the contraryj 
'Brethren, stand ^rm and hold the traditions whiol 
you have learned, whether by word or by epiatkifl 
(SThess. 2 : 14) 

Again: 'The things which thou hast heard trtsn 
me before many witneHsea, the eame commei 
failhfnl men, who shall be fit to teach othera 
(2 Tim. 2 :2.) 

Non-Cntholica say: 'Do not pio your religior 
Hui ooat-tiiil ot any minister. — read, and Judge I 
yourself.' St. Paul says, on the contrar; 
ycnir prelates, and be subject to them, tor they wato? 
BS being to render an account of your souls.' ( Hetu 
■ 18; 17.) 
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f^igBm: 'How ehall thej believe him of whom tl 
I liftTO not heardi Aud how shall thej" hear withouj 
ajjreocAer? And how caa thej preach unleBB tbm 
be sent?' (Bom. 10 : 14, 15.) 

In the Acts we read: 'The Holy Ghost i 
placed you bishops to nde the Church of Goi' 
[20 : 28.] St, Paul was not told to go and r 
but; 'Arise, and go into eity; and there it shall ll 
told thre what thoii must do.' [Acts 9 : 7.] 

When Philip found the Ethiopian sitting i 
chariot, aud reading the prophet Isaiah, he said t( 
him: 'TMukest thou that thou underetandest n 
thou readest? [and] he said; How can I, unlea 
Bome one show vie.' [Acts 8 : 30, 31,] Philip i 
Btiocted hiia, and he was baptized. Conaei 
in the days of the Apostles, the Bible was 
'Rule of Faith.' 
- Thomas: ''Was the Bible the Eule of Faith wilhi 
four humlifii years trftfr Clin'st,'" 

Father: "No. "Why not? In the first place, t 
Bible, aa we have it to-day, was only then fs 
collected together. In the second place, in tl 
days there were shama and humbugs, and i 
sailed under false colors. In the name of one or 
other Apostle, false Gospels and false Epistles m 
their appearanca. Breckenridge, in hia great del 
Itrith Archbishop Hughes, admits that spuriot 
flsriptnrea were out as lat« ss A. D. 364. 
aot Tuistaken, the matter was brought before t 
CouacJ! of Carthage, A. D, 397. Ttve \arioui 
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aaiA lo be inspired were collected, fanned and 
(lifted; the Laff was b^j h rated h m tlie wheat — 
false Gospels in 1 spun us Fpiatlea were thrown 
OTerboard. In short there and then it was decided 
Wliicli bunks ure inspired, and whieh are not. Afid 
thia is part uf true Tradition. 

St. Iren»iia, a disciple of St. Polycarp, [in hia 
ttun s disciple of St. John] says; 'Supposing the 
Apoetles hiid not left us the Scriptures, ought we not 
fltUl to liave followed the ordinance of tradition 
vhicb they consigned to those to whom they com- 
mitted tho churches? It is this ordinance of 
tradition, which many nations oE barbarians believ- 
Inff in Christ follow without the use of letters and 
" V {Inn. adv. Haeres, LIV. 6 : 64. ] In his book 
Prewriptiun, pp. 36, 37, Terttdlian substantially 
eatbe same language. Consequently, the Bible 
n not the Bale of Faith during the first 40G years 
itfter Christ." 

EhoaiBs; "WuH the Bib!» the Eule of Faith tmm 
D. 400 to the time wlien the art of printing «-(W 

\tedr' 

S^tHer: "Think of all the people living during 
centuries; think of the many langtiages 
i; think of what a task it must hsTe been t« 
^nite tlio whole Bible with a |>en. The labor entailed 
have bei'n eni)rmous. The coet of a Eibie w 
one to three thousand cloilara. OonHBijuently, 
dSnring the first 1400 or 1300 yeavR, BfeWTCdAva-t 
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in the city of New York, but what good does he B 
vie, if he does not come to mo, or if I cannot goS 
bim? Is it reHBonable to Biippoee that Qod v 
appoint a teacher who did not, and would not, i 
his pupila for a space of 1500 years?" 

Thomas: "To-day, however, the Bible al 
Bureet and the best Bule of Faith. This n 
nor will deny." 

Father: "Tou are nuetaken, Thomas. Were % 
true, either Christ or the apostles should have ^ 
us so. But the contrary has been demonstraa 
It is agreed among the learned that the ScriptTjj 
were intended not so much to teach B 
docitrine. In the first place, the sacred Tolume ■■ 
not intended for a Catechism, or a book of instrtj 
tiona. Its authors cauie to no mutual ttnderstand^ 
They wrot« at divers times, from different plac 
the circumstances dictated. This is admitted J 
GrotiuH, a celebrated Protestant writer, i 
letter; 'The Apostles had no intention of giviaffl 
their Epistles a lengthy exposition of the docti^ 
nei'eBsary to salvation; they wrote as 
arose, to answer questions which had been asked 

In the second place, how many are there, to-fl| 
even in our own conntrj, — a country which lavu 
spends millions and millions in favor of educau 
a country which raises a school-house in sighM 
every citizen, — tell me, how many are there i; 
oira country that can not read? 
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B third place, how many are there who Tuider- 
d what they read?"' 
Thomas; "Oh Father I the Bible is so plain, that 
fools can understand it." 

Father; "My frien*!, St. Peter does not agree with i 
TOTi. Speaking ot the ■writioga of St. Paul, ho aaya; - 
In which are Bome things hard to bo underet 
which the unlearned Hnd uDstable wrest, as also the 1 
other Scriptures, to their own perdition.' (2 Peter' Jj 

: 16.) Luther, the father ot Protestantism, oon- 
.^xma this: 'It is impossible to fathom the Scrip- ' 
'tares; we ean tmiy aliip over their surfai'-e; to under- 
etaad their sense would lie n wonder." (Audiji'a , 
Zift of Luther, Book iL ] 

Wbftti does yunr oicn e^'periein'e tench? Look J 
aboiit you, Rud see the many churches teaching' J 
[jWSiflieting duclrines. Sot only do Catholics and J 
»n-Oelholi('s disagree, but Protestants disagree 
tag themselves,- — though h11 ground their reUgioj 
S tho Bible. The Luthenin proves by the'Bibla 1 
|Bt baptism is essential to salvHtiou; whereas the J 
)di8t holds just the reverse. The Preebjterit 

rs infant bHptism; but Bo ptiats brand * 
fiat as a heresy. The Uruted Brethren believe ii 
^tfrarhiBting punishment; but the Unlversalist bo- / 
^Beves in the notuid salvation of all mankind. 

IThe Deist proves by the Bible that Jesua Christ ■] 
« only a mun, though above the general average; 
tet to worship him is idolatry. The Mormon, (with 1 
1^ Bible under his arm. probably,^ v&lka votn 'f-hib- J 
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3 that lie has a. divi 



he c 






halls of CongreBs, and i 
right to inarry as msny wives i 
Tea, in the hands ot Ingersoll, the Bible Ie 
0/ lies; and Btigiaatizing it thus, he has the e; 
faction of eliciting rounds at appltiuse from thouBOd 
ot shallow-pated citizens. Will any sane ma 
that these i?ODfliyting doctrines are all tnief 
body must be mistaken. Black is not ■white, 
white IB not black. And will you tell me, in 
of all these stabbom facts, that the Bible is 
book J Do not these tacts prove, beyond a 
able doubt, that the Bible is a dead letter, i 
must have an interpreter as well as the atatuto-bJ 
of the State of Indiana? 

Consequently, even in our own day, i 
of telegraphs and telephones, in the day ot r 
roads and steamboats, the Bible alone, • 
human family into a thousand religious fragmefl 
must be, indeed, it at all, a very poor rule of ft 
Yet non-Catholies insist, that it is our only % 
in matters of faith and morals. 

But, Thomas, tills ia a rather one-aided w 
Yon are taking every advantage, 
more easily asked than answered: therefore Ie 
ask a few. 

I. In oiu' day there are many Bibles. !MaiB 
ask, what one you have?"" 

Thomas: "The Protastant version, ot cou] 
is commonly knomi as that of King James." 
Fatbsr: '2. "Not to speak of Luther's edit^j 
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B has been revised, quite frequeatly, &b 

eperOBa] of Ward's Errata will readily show. In 

fact a revised edition appeared only a tew yeara ago. 

le, have you the former or the latter 

edition ?'- 



"I have the former." 
Father: 3. "Very well I Now, let me ask yon, 
bow do you know whether you have the inspired 
■word of God or not? Doee the Bible ukme teli you 
flo? Bnppose you had never heard of the inspiration 
ot the Bible, would you, by reading, como to the 
oonolusion that it miist be inspired ? The hook itself 
cloe@ not prove it. On the contrary, there are a 
thunsand things in the Bible which bring the blnsh 
ot ehame ,to the cheeks ot the most hardened sinner." 
Thomas; '"But my mother and my grandmother 
raid so, — in fact, the world saya so." 

Fatiber: "Stop, my friend, you are standing on 
OatbDlic ground, — you are proring the inspiration 
Ol the Bible by outside authority,— by tradition,^ 
juat what we Catholics have always done, and still 
dOi only we take tradition in the sense of Tinerring 
'4rtuiBmissiou. You have no right to appeal to 
Oatholic JTidges, — take the Bible and the Dibh' ttlone, 
tXti tell me whether it is inspired, whether yon have 
Vba true word of God or not. 

Taking fi.>r granted, that you liave a 
ii, are you infallibly certain na to the 
It ftB peasages I If not. your fidth is wrapjied up ii 
la suppose yo\i aTS u\\a\w.tQi\, — 
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ie posBible, since others, as smart as you, hold jd 
the reveree, — what excuse will you offer o 
of retribution? A Catholic con say to the g 
Jndge: Thou hast appointed a ministry,— 
manded tbem. to preach and teach to the end c 
world, — promised to be with them all days, 
dids't command me to obey them under the penaltj 
being a Iwatliea imd a j)Mfc(ie««,— under the p 
ot despising Him that sect them,— I obeyed, relying 
on. thy promiaes. If they taught false doctrines, I 
am not responsible. — -what right had I to believe 
that The gates of hell preTaiJed against thv Church,' 
when it is positively enid thiy should not do so? 

It the Bible alone is our Rule of Faith many 
things should be done which are now set aside,^ — ■- 
we should put im the apnin and wa-ih our neigbor'ft 
teet, beoiuse Cbriat insists on it — we should keep 
the Saturday instead of the Sundiv, beLause Christ 
did it, (Luke i IS) and beeanse the disciples 
imitated their dnnie Master, (Luke 23 56 1, we 
should refram from eating blood lietausD the 
Apostles positively forbade it (Acts 15 20 | But 
■where is the Protestant who scruples (it eating 
pudding made of blood ' 

How do we know that all these things ha\6 been 
abolished? Certainly, not from the Bible but from 
tradition.. 

Practically non Cathoiics themaelves dj n t be- 
lieve that the Bible alone is their onh tedi.hi.r in 
s of faitb 



would non-0atlioiic8 go to the expenae of ' 
standing army ot preachere, not to speak J 
Ir kith and kin, wli^n a Bible vorth fifty ceata ,1 
B onBwer all practical pnrpoBes ? 
[f siiort, tjie Bible is poaitirely opposed to priTata j 
'judgment in matters of faitb and morals: 'Under- | 
standing "thiB first, that no prophecy of the Soripturo ] 
B made by private interpretation.' (2 Peter 1 :20.) i 
Furthermore, it is ruinous to the human family, 

8 it gives Tom, Dick, or Harry the right to start i 
B BOW church every morning before breakfast. 

Snppose every man had a right to explain the 
Oonatitution of the United Statee, what would be- 
j model government ? It would soon be 
torn icto a thousand shreds. To ijroteet it, we hove \ 
jndges and Supreme Conrta. In like manner, 
eertain guards must be thrown around the Bible, ' 
vbich contains the sacred word of God, and which I 
e should read on our knees. It is protected by I 
•lilB Oatholio Church, the divine Sjioubb of Christ, 1 
, irbo cries oat to the Mormons, Ingcraolls, and ] 
' IQwrtines of all ages : Yon must not use the Bible 4 
■fo rihield yoiir wickedness and raEcality. Show, at ] 
!best, aa much res])oct for the Bible as for the law J 
Vfthe Btato of Indiana, by Biibmitting yourself to J 
"•proper judges. If you find sumethicg that you 1 
^ aflt understand, come for esiilnration to mo, the "I 
1 teacher of all nations, whose unalterablft J 
he command of Christ to his Apostles 
b.ye, therefore, and teach all natiouK; baptizing J 
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them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, ■ 
of the Holy Ghost; teaching them to i 
things ■whatsoever I have commanded yon; 
behold I am with yon all days, even to the ci 
mation of the -world." (Matt. 28 :20.) 

Thomas: "Why is the cathojic laity (orhidde 
make use of the Bible?'' 

Father; "Not the iise, bat the abuse is pi 
I myself hare often proyided iny parishioi 
the eacred volume. Strange, that you non- 
are generally misinformed abont our teaching j 
practice. 

Thomas: "Your argament -i; forcible, 
brought up a Protestant, I was ^ways nr 
impression, that the Bible alone is our teachql 
matters of -Faith and morals.' In fact et 
tant seems to take mis for granted — consider^ 
self-erident truth. As plain as your re 
I am at a loss however to know, what better s: 
tute coitld be hnd. Men are liable to error- 
may mislead us' intentionally or not intectlonf] 
Therefore it strikes rr.c that ot two evils the 1«|| 
should be chosen." 

Father: "If the Bible were delivered into .J 
hands of each and every one either by God h 
or by an angel of God, your argument would k 
command some respect; but its authors, I 
lators. the type-setters, the proof-readers, theb 
ere; ail are men, at whose hands we recei 
Xdw what assiiranee have you, that y 
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|Ql6irord of God? Answer nie this question from a 

mt stnndpoilit." 

Thomas. ■■! cootesB my inability to do bo. Yoa ■ 

Itoj give the Answer Irom a Ciitholic atandpoint." 

. father. "Sine-e we are bound to submit to the 

liority of some one, why not go to the proper 

? Jeeiis Christ ehose twelve Apostles 

E-titay were coramiasioned to 'Teaeh all oations' and 

|%iQi them (and their sueeessors, of courBe) He 

d lo be 'Even to the cunKummation of the 

^Mttld.' 

^Bnt every institiition, be it ever eo small, must 

I head. What would a literary society be 

nit a president, a politii.-al meeting without a 

a town without a marshal, a city without 

Myor, or State without a governor? 

9 Tee, that the Apostolic College had a president, 

■inot only reasonable and uatural, but also BOrip- 

In the tenth uliiipter and second verse of St. 

\ read: 'Sow, the namea of the twelve 

99 are these: The firat, Simon, who ia called 

"Why is Peter called the Firstt Is it be- 

le wae he oldest among the twelve? No. Is 

was the first one chosen? Hjb elder 

IT was called before him, Now, if St, Peter 

it j!rs< in age, aor first in our Savior's choice, 

I have been first in authority. Practically, 

8 superiority is admitted by the other Apostles. 

At them assembled in tlie council of Jerusalem, 

bb.'OOlltrols the deliberations? Wiiuee dec\au:v^ va 
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final? St. Peter's. And who are linldinffm 
',■ peace? The otLer Apoatlea. 

vas necessary then, it i. 
r natural, reasonable and scriptural, that the ti 
^ythoBo children, are spread over the face of the] 
■iBliould have a Papa, Pope, head, chHirman c 

see, Father, what object you ij 
Ton wish to introduce me to the Pot 
■ then force me to acknowledge his infallibdity,! 
ithe neoesaity of a head to e^ery institution; ' 

my humble opinion, no man ever i 
k impeccable." 

Father: "Impeccability and infaJlibility are aoli 

I to be confounded. No catholic looks upon the P()p9 

sinless. He does nut so consider himself : tbfiv^', 

V'fore he goee to conteaaion regularlr." Ii 

Thomas: "But you catholics beUeve, the F<^K 

whenever he opens his lips, utters words inspire^r H 

Father: "No; we do not." 

Thomas: "Then, tell me, what does infuUibili 



recv-M 

ibitM) 



Father: "The Pope is infallible when he ^)eak|l) 

ei cathedra — that is, when, in his official capacity, sil 

head of the Church and representative of Jwf-- 

, Christ, he defines, concerning faith and 

m something binding on the universal Church. 

B4hinga, then, constitute infallibility. 

Tlie Pope m/ust apeak in hh official coj 

His division miist touch faith and morals;- •< 

His decision mttat be for th^ whole ChutvK^ 
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Let me maie this clear by an example. Suppose it 
re not yet defined ivlietlier Baptism is essentiul to 
fivation or not. Disputants may debate until a 
1 given. But' to settle the matter, and to 
Wet tlie minda ot the people, the Pope, as suecesaor 
B St Peter, as head of the Chnrch, in his official 
^aoity, annouiKWH to the iiniTeraal Church ; -I do 
ic4d and declare it to be a revealed truth that Bap- 
m 19 eesential to salvation.' In thia case the Pope 
jOld be infallible; and every CatiioUc in the world 
d have to Bnbmit to his decision, 
iw, what do the Bcripturea aay in support of the 
ll^riiie of infallibility? In St. Matthew we read: 
^ku art Peter, and vpon this roeh I ivill build my 
'Sfreh, and the gates of hell shall not prevail 
(Matt. 18 : 18.) In the original lan- 
i, the text reads thas: 'Simon, thon art a rock,' 
i. Evidently, Simon was not, literally speaking, 
tpek. Consequently, Christ spoke figuratively, 
t rock is a figure ot solidity, strength, and 
Sborability. If a house be built upon a rock, we 
{^it baa a solid foundation, a foundation that will 
A give way. Hence, by way of explanation, Christ 
K Bays: 'And the gates of hell shall not pre- 
I Bg^ust it.' With, what consistency could the 
[Hot llave used this language if Peter, the Bock, 
'd have been shaken, like a reeii, by every wind 
'doctrine, and washeti away, like sand, by every 

ttlfl billow? 

Ton may say, mj Protestant friend, 'That Peter's 
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profesBiun of beliel in the Iiord Jeeos is thcfl 
question.' In tlie first plBfe, wliat gives _J 
planation more ■n-eigltt Ihaa miDe? 
place, speaking from a Protestoiit etand-p 
I not lis mueli right to my view of it ^ 
yoiicef Finally, remember that yon put b^ 
mar into the moiith of our Sarior. What i 
have yiiu to sujjpoae him imacquaint-ed with t 
ordinary rules of grammnr? You will admit ft 
when two things are spoken of, thU refers to Bodl 
t^ing close v.i hand, whereas that refers to B(W 
thing more or less distant. In the text beftiittj 
W6 find, that Christ, instead of ifiing, as a ,^ 
grammarian wpultl, this langiisge: 'Thou art Siifi(| 
and npon fftnt rock (your profession) I will W 
my church,' on the contrary, says r Thou art Pffl 
{changmg the Apo&tle s name oil the instant, If( 
Simon to Peter, which means roLkJ— ujirf uponl^ 
rock I icill bmkl viy chunh ion see, Uien, 3 
explanation is a forced one, whereas ti 
able, natural, and grammatical 

In the eame chapter, we find the followin|f i 
age / Mi/( gne to thee the keys of the k 
if heaven, and vhataoner thou shult bind i 
earth, it shall be bound aho in heaven; and i 
soever thou »hult loose upon eartn., it shall be A 
also in Jieaven. (Verse 19.) — Keys always ha 
have been, and are, emblematical of power bI 
authority. Suppose I were about to travel abnH 
If, at my departure, without saying a single wM 
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A hand you the keys of my house, would you 
iit puce underBtaiid my nnexplained action? 
i yon not aay to your neighbors : He haa given 
liiOll control of his honse? — And would they not 
rwledge your authority J Tea, he who would 
tue way into my houae without your consent, 
i be branded as a bwglaj. Now, Christ not 
J: gives to St. Peter the lieys of the kingdom of 
, but he adds unoonditionall y : 'Whateoeyer 
Itshalt bind upon earth, it shall be bound also 
and whatsoever thou ehalt loose upon 
k, it ehall be loosed also in heaven.' If this tert 
i^ny meaning at all, it proves beyond a reaeon- 
Bkinbt'. 

That St. Peter clothed iPifA all power is ttte 
of the Ch'iivh, and 

That Christ haa eolcmnij/ bound himtelf to 
fi at least, all 7m official injunctions." 

)o you mean to say St. Peter was a 
Sflf vice-roy o( the SaTiorV 
'ther: "I do. Think of Christ, n-ho is essen- 
tree, ratifying a false docrine, promulgated by 
'ntpreee&tative, St. Peter. What a dilemma, 
' a humiliation on the part of Ckd !" 
omaB ; "But, bold on— give ua the Scripture tor 



□ the 2l8t chapter of St. John, Christ 
loSt. Pettr: Feed my lambs, feed my sheep. 
is, tbia text proves two things: 
. T!ba,t St. Peter was oonstituted the bead of the 
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Church. This ia obvious. Every -well-reg 
flock has but one ehepherd. Indeed, the S 
Bays emphaticallj-: There slutll be one foi 
one shepherd. But if St. Peter vms the eh* 
then all, the whole flock, the sheep and the 
the yonng and the old, the clergy and the 
were bound to obey hini. Otherwise, t); 
would rule the ahepherd. 

2. That St. Peter was iniaUible, Think t 
oommanding the flock to foUow and obey a a 
who would lead his flock into pastures 
polHonous weeds, full of dangerous ani) 
doctrines 1 Tet, deny infallibility, and 
BBHUrance whatever whether the pasture iq 
one or a bad one, whether we are feeding 
food of life, or on the husks of dumnation. 

Thomas; "Very good, bat proceed." 

Father: "In the 22d chapter of St. Luke 
what has been said confirmed. 'Simon, 
behold Satan hatb desired to have ytm (tha 
of the Apoatlea, mark the plural — the origii 
has the plural, more than ooej that he mi{ 
you (plural) as wheat; but I have prayt 
(singular— St. Peter) that thy (singulai 
not, and fhou. being converted, eonfirm thy 
(Verses 31, 32.) 

Evidently, Christ praya for two fhings: 

1. That St. Peter's faith fail not; and 

2. That Si. Peter conjirm his brethren. 
But, why pray for St. Peter in partii 
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and more in need of prayer than the other 
^4postlee? Tee; because he ia the head of the 
CLnroh, he ia to rule and to govern, to feed and 
to nurture the whole flock; if he fails, all faila. 
I"iirthermore, is not the prayer of Christ efficaoious? 
Bnppoee twelve were assembled and Christ ■were to 
■ppear among them, and t-o pray (or one in partion- 
Jbt, that his faith fail not; would Dot that one feel 
luniBeir specially protected I In short, to deny 
jlrfallibility la practically to declare the prayer o( the 
Sip of God null and void; and to pronounce the 
jkayor of phrist a failnre ia blasphemy. 
^."Two things, I think, have been ooncluaiTely 



1. That St. Peter was the head of the Church in 
)tApoBtolic age; and 

2. That he u-m iTifiillible:' 
Xbomas; "Well, granted — 8t. Peter was head ot 

te Church, rd like to know how thiit makes the 
npe infallible." 

Father: "But, if a head was necessary in the 
ilpOBtolio age, when the doctrinea ot our Saviour 
e yet fresh in the minds of the people, why not 
Preaident Harrison is as necessary to-day, 
18 George Washington was in his time. Does not 
Hub town need a mayor now, as well as twenty years 
5go? Where there ia no head, there is no govem- 
loent, and where there is no government, there ia 
toarchy. Henoe that long line of popes, sneceesors 
to St. Peter. And if they arc successors, they must 
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have the same prerogatives as St. Peter had. 
long as the constitution o( the Unitrf States rem 
the same, every new President Trill be clothed with 
the same powers as his predecessor. Has Christ 
changed the constitution of his Church? '1 will be 
with you all ilByH, even to the couBmnmation of tha 

Thomas : "8t. Peter decied our divine Lord. V^bb 
be infallible on this memorable oceaeion ?" 

Father; "As long ae Christ was on earth, St. * 
Peter was naturally not the acting head, ol the 
church. Consequently, he did not deny hia divino 
master in hia official capacity: therefore the objoo- , . 
tion falls to the ground." 

Thomas: "But St. Peter was the visible head of 
the church, when he left the table of the uncircum- 'i 
cieed on nccownt of the advent of some Jews." 

Father: "It is true, at that time he was the head 
ot the church. However, we admit, St. Peter was 
not impeccable; in his private life he was subject to 
weaknesses as well as we are. But look at him in 
his ofEcial capacity, presiding over the Council ot 
Jerusalem. There he condemns the action to which 
you refer — therefore, if you will, condemn his im- 
prudence. In conclusion, 

We all believe with St. Paul, that 'Without faith it 
mpossible to please God.' Furthermore, reason, 
1r well as faith, teaches ns that only the true ftutU 

II please God. Now, if you believe not in Infallt* il 
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bility, how do yon know wlieifier jour faith is traa 



Thor 



"Itw 



Father; "Are vou Gertain, iafaliiblj certain?" 

Thomas; "Oh, I do Dot like that word infallible." 

Father : "But if Toti Hre not infallibly eertain, 

tii(?re ia always a doubt boTering oTer yoti." 

Thomas: "I may jioBEibly be wrong." 

Father: "That mnat eertamly fill your weli-niean- 

ing soul with anxiety. Such a thought does not 

disturb the sweet peace of a good CBtholic. Hia 

mind is always at rest on points of faith. It ia truO) 

in the pride of life, bad Catholics, excommunicated 

Cathoiies, have become Protestants. Bit who has 

ever heard, wlio has ever read of an instmcted 

Catholic becoming a Protestant on his death-bedt 

The Catholic dies satisfied. Without infallibility, 

there ia no true consolation, no genuine satisfaction. 

Iwagme a traveler standing perplexed at the junction 

ut croBB-roads in a strange country. He is unable 

lo decide which road nill lead him to Ids destination 

— which conduct him to a hoTi'ling wilderneas. But, 

before the shadows of a stormy night settle dowa 

on him, he discovers the guide-post. O joy 1 he has 

(oand with certainty the tight road I 

What the guide-post ia to the traveler at the crosa- 
roads, infallibility is to the Christian at the many 
cross-roads of doubt. How strange it is, that all 
den onii nations do not claini Infallibility — reas oft 
aeks for it, nature longs for it, faith demands it." J^| 
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Tbotnas: "I must admit, fetep by step you 
leading me into the Catholic Church: However, 
teaches some things, that border on blasphei 
Though it seems one ought to be satisfied bef( 
hand if he be convinced of her infallibility." 



^' 



Short L<tiE To The Romin Catholic Church. 

PAST III. 
OBJECTIONS TO THE CA THOLIC CHURCH. 



Father; "For instance, Thomaar You toucii the 
qoick in that Inst admission." 

ThomaH: "Well, it is confession. To me tbe very 
tbought seems preposterous. I shnll listen to you 
father, but I must confess, I do not expect a satis- 
bctoiy explanation." 

Father: "The enemies ot the Catholic Church, my 
dear friend, often speak of Confession, but bb a rule, 
it ia badly understood and, consequently, not un- 
'freqnentiy misrepresentad. What is Penance (or 
fliHifeaBioii)? 

■Penance is a Sacrament in which the priest, as 
.Ood'a represeotative, forgivea sins, when the ainner 
■ liesrtily sorry for them, sinoerely cuof esses them, 
Ud ia villing to do penance for them.' " 

Thomas: "You are guying me- that snrely is not 
■lAat I considered confession?" 

ither: "It ia however the stock answer incur 
Oatochism. On the part of the penitent three things 
are necessary : first, confession; second, sorrow; and 
Itatij, willingness to do penance. 

Sow, it this is the true definition oC peaaoce, (as 
It 10, since it is taken from one of our standard 
rotks)) what shall we say of the objection which 
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oonveya the idea: Catholioe may unburden t 
aelves in the oonfeGsional, and then go back a 
another load of eia? Can & man be heartily » 
it he intends to cornmit the same offence a 
is a contradiction. Sorrow preBuppoBee amendni 
Shall we, then, attribute the objection to ignonj 
or malice?" 

Thomas: ''We ProteatantH naed to believe 1 
priests introduced confeeeion." 

Father: "Xea, but your believing it does not a 
it so. 

1. Prieets could not introduce confession 1 
the days of Christ and the apostles without e: 
themselves as forgers. It is natural to com 
imperfections before mec. The girl says to her* 
'What will mamma say, should she find it out?" ' 
boy will do many things in secret which he 
not do, were he within the reach of a father's 
fill eye. The wife has great confidence 
husband, but some things are so deeply burii 
• her own bosom that his suspicions a 
aroused. The husband, too, has his secrete h 
up in a chest, securely locked. Under the c 
darkness, many crimes are remorselessly core 
■which, in broad daylight, would bring the bins 
shame to the cheeks of the perpetrators. It i 
we ought to fear God more than man, but w« 
stare the fact in the face and take men as tht 
not as they ought to be. They exclaim: 'What i 
the people say V What God says is not taken ^ 
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conaideratioo ; hence, (what no man irill deny) that 
gentral repngnance to revelation of sine committed ' 
inwoiet, 

SnppoBe DOW, one were to take it into hie head to 
lotrodnoe Confession; eiippoee further your Metho- 
dirt Minister were to aaeend the pnlpit next Sunday, 
and Bay: My frienda I after this you must eonfeea 
Jtmx sins to me to have them forgiven; the carpen- 
ierahare Hlready been ordered to put up a confea- 
elonaj; everT man; woman, and cliild must come and ' 
■tell me the secretB of the heart — the sins of thought 
wtttS, deed, and omieaion; if you have over- • 
■TMohed your neighbor in a business transaction, you 
tmwt tpll me bo; if you have been unfaithful, } 
ttiBst make it known to me. In short, you must 
.unfold before me your hearta, that I may see their . 



3!ell me, what would the Ganneltou people say to 
Sbisf Would they, not say: "Our preacher must bo 
fMWtk]f — a lit subject for the lunatic asylum? His 
aaBdeoessors have never aaid anything about Con- 
6toion; if he wishes to go himself, very well; we 
lire not going^ — it is au innovation.' Would he cot 
sabject himself to ridicule on the part o( hia Cannel- 

[ fiock? But suppose his influence over the 
(OOBgregation were so great that they would submit 
feri^Iiout a murmur — is it reasonable to suppose that 
JQieT ministers and other congregations would 
imtaut unconditionally? On the other hand, would 
not the name of the first inventor of Confession be 
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handed down on the pages of bistoiy? Fftj j 
hence, would not the eaemieB at the CIliu 
whom there alwaj's has been a respectable n 
hnrl into the teeth of every Catholic that thep 
then each a prieet introduced OonfesaioQ— oblid 
all the Catholics in the land, prieete, tishops 3 
popes not escepted, to confess their ein 

But I defy any non-Catholio to lay his fingd 
that page of history, which tella us when,- i 
and by whom Confeesion was introduced after C 
and the Apostles. If it had been done, we 
find the traces of it on the pages of history^ 
people always have objected, and always will o 
to burthenaome innovations. Indeed, Protei 
feel the force of this argument ; hence, they ti 
saddle the Innovation on some one. Bat, i 
everything else, they fail to agree. Consequq^ 
we find Confession laid at the door of partieafl 
not only lived hundreds of miles apart, but b 
whom centuries elapsed. Many accuse ] 
m., A. D. 1215. It is true, he promulgate 
law, that every Catholic must go to Confess' 
least ortee a year, but does it follow from t 
he introduced Confession itself? Suppose e 
were to say to his eon, twelve years of agei 
must eat your breakfast every moj 
o'clock;' would it not be ridiculons, to draf| 
conclusion that the son had never before e 

Consequently, priests could not 1 
luoed Confession after Christ and the Apt 
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Thomas: ■■Huin 1 that may be tnie — -But oredit 
fleets Willi suffiuient craft I" 

Father: "U priests cmild, they would not have 
dcHie BO, Maa^a highsBt ambition seemB to be to 
take this world as easy as poEsible. The farmer will 
Bob carry the cradle when he cun hare ft reaper. 
Ifto taUor imagines he cannot dn his work without 
a Bewing-maohiae. The tourist will not travel to 
ItOaierilla in a, ooHch drawn by a yoke of unnily 
1, if he can pay for hiB pHBsage on the beautiful 
flteomer, James Onthrie. In shurt, all men stndy to 
ia, with the least possible exertion, as much work 
IspoBsible, But what reason have you to believe* 
iests form an exception to the general rule? 
re capable oF enjoying ease as well as other 
Would they no1; bo great fools were they 
O pnt an unnecessary burden upon themselves ? 
flit to hear ConfeBsiou ia a hurden. In larger con- 
|^teg;atioos, n-e fiud penitents in the Church every 
ow til rise early, to enter a cold ohuroh 
: the purpose of hearing oouFesaions, Trhen 
'hotoetemt ministers, at the same time, are enjoying 
B comforts of a warm bed, is no pleaeare, To 

Kbnle the breath of two or three hundred people on 
bot BOmmer day, to speak for hours in a whisper. 
i(y be considered a little entertainment by an 
erieoced preacher, but the experienced priest 
18 hnrii work. To travel for milee at mid- 
^ti regardless of roads and the inclemencieB c 
M weather: to hear the confeasionB of emalt-po 
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Bnii yellow-fever patienta, when other m 
running for life under the excuse of Haying t 
families, is certainly no amusement to Ihe prfl 
He etarea the danger in the fac& — he ne^ 
But suppose, for the sake of argument, ( 
eccentrio priest looked upon all this bh a soni 
enjoyment, could he liaTe induced all other p 
to take the same view oE the matter? Objec 
would have been raiaed on every aide. But p' 
do mention the names of some of those who objec 
when Confession was introduced." 

Thomas: "They say, priests get $5.00 for < 
confession they hear. Of course, this woiUd l 
great inducement." 

Father; "They say so; but I am surprised, t 
a luan of your intelligence ever gave the objeotiS 
second thought. I am priest more than 17 yd 
and I have never received a single cei 
purpose." 

Thomas; "This being the case, I admit, 1 
oonld have been no inducement for the introdii<rij 
of confessioii. We admit, that confeeeion C6 
traced back to Pope Innocent III. A. D. 1215 ; 
you, by way of history, trace it back still furtheo' 

Father: "Of course I can. To save time i 
labor, I shall pass over seven centuries prior to I! 
thiiugh £ might quote euch authorities as d 
Bernard, St. Anselm and St. Climachue, not to Bj| 
of many others. The nearer we can trace Confeai 
to Christ and the Apostles, the better it \t 
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the very firet I 



^^^P^r to caU the Fa.the.TB 
HI^HitRee on the witness-stand. 

St. Anguetine of the fifth century says ; 
one Bay to himself: I do penanoe to God in priTate, ( 
I do it before God. Is it in Tain, that Christ ha* 4 
eaid, ichatiioever thmi sbalf loone on earth, shall be 1 
looeed in heaven^ Ih it In vain, that the keys hare fl 
been given to the chnrch? Do we make void tha'l 
Oo^wlf void the words of Christ r (8erm. 392c. 8.) i 
St. Jerome in A. D. 420, doelareB: 'The bishop 1 
and the priest, having: heard as his duty requirea, \ 
tbs various qualities of biilh, he understands who'.j 
should be bound, who should be loosed.' (Conn 
tary on the Gospel of St. Matt., c. 16, v. 19. ) 

8t John Chrysostom, earlier still, 
bis hearers : 'Do nut confess to me only of fomica- i 
tion, nor of those things that are manifest among 9 
men; but bring together also thy c 
and evil speaking , . acd all such things.* 

(list Homil. [aL 42dJ on St. Matt, i 

Again ; 'To the priests is given a power which God J 
vonld not grant either to angels or archangelsjJ 
.inasmuch as what prieeta do below, God ratifies J 
ftbove, and the Master confirms the sentence of his J 
iervanta . . For he says, Whoiie siiis you shall J 
retain, they are reiained! What power, I ask, o. 
be greater than this!' (3d Book on the Priesthood.) 1 
St. Ambrose, of the fourth century also eays:^ 
■But thoy say, we show reverence to the Lord, 1 
neerving to Him alone, the power of forgiving sir 
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Now, no one oan more greviously offleod Him t3 
they who would anoul His commandB and thi 
upon Him the duty given to themselveB, For BJnpw-^ 
the IiOrd JesuB, Himself, hna said in His Ooapet: 
Eeceive ye tlie Holy Ghost, whose sina you shaU 
forgive, they are forgiven them; and whose »in» 
you shall retain, they are retained: who ia it who 
honors Him the more, he that obeys His commanda, 
or he that resists them f* (DePoen. L, 1. o. 2, v. 6.) 

Attend again to the dictum ot St. Basil: 'We 
must absolutely rereal our sins to those who hare 
received the diepeneetion of the mysteries of God.' 
(Apnd Liberman, e, 4, p. 177.) 

It is true, most Protestants admit that the Ohuroli 
at this period was yet pure and incorrupt. But let 
us continue our reeearnh, until we land on the TMy 
threshold of the apostolic age; — there ie nothing 
like believing as the Apostles believed. 

Origen, of the third century, declares: 'If we arft 
sorry (or our sins, and if we confees them not only 
to God, but also to those, who have a remedy for 
them, then shall they be forgiven ns.' [Homil. 11, 
in p. 47.J 

Tertullian, of the second century, makes short 
work ot a bad confeBsion, as follows: 'Several fail 
to tell their sins because they are more concerned 
about their honor, than about their salvation , . , 
H^ Which ia better, to conceal your sins and be damnod^.^J 

^^^^Bat to make them known and be saved ?' [De Pot^|^| 
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t centnrj, St. Clement, the disotple ol 

■r to St. Peter, Bays; St. Peter taught 

! niKsf reveal even the bad thoughts to the 

[Epist. 11 ad Corinth.] 
i, Uien, we stiind on the very threshuld of the 
itlee, and we are totd, that we muet cunfess even 
d thoughts to a priest. By whom are we told 
' By ft disciple ot 8t. Peter. If this doctrine 
t true, we are bound to come to the Gonclusiou, 
1 -^ther that Bt. Peter was a poor instniutor, or that 
l>Sti Clement paid no attention to the instructions 
Vg^ren. Is it reasonable to euppoae that the Church, 
y a period, ia teaching' false doctrines; at a 
J ^iod when the words of the Apostles are still 
L. MBcnmding In the ears, and are yet fresh in the 
qile? There would certainly be derived little 
Bolation in this case from the words of the 
ior; I u-ill be with you all days, even to the 
mmiiiation of the imrld. 
[■iGonseqnently, hiatory atteata the eiistonce ot the- 

ofeeBional." 
|.' Thomaa: "Yon. priesta aro adopts in ahowing the 
on all queetiuns pertaining to the church. 
tt must remember, however, it ia bard (or us to 
re up altogether the old Rule of Faith—tha Bible, 
fl it favor the necessity of confeesing our sins to 

"Your Eule is not very old, since it was 
I years after Chriet. Tot, moat eraphnt- 
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In the Gnepel of St. John, we read; 'Peace t 
yon. As the Father has sent me, I bIho send J 
When He had said this, he breathed on them; 
he BBJd to them: 'Beceive ye the Holy Ghost; i 
aiuH you shall forgive, they are forgiven them; \ 
■whose sins you shall retain, they are retained.' 
ai-23 ] 

The Savior had great power, but he confers fl 
power upon hi3 Apostles it the Father lios ij 
■me, I alw tt/id yi'i He breathed ou them, 
tells them to recene the Holy Ghost. Why? 
cause they have a great work before thera — tL 
to forgive sms: whose stns you shall forgive, 
are forgiven them." 

Thomas; "Stop, leather. You quoted the t 
passage this time. It simply meaos; yon i 
pardon personal insults." 

Father; "In the first place, what gives y 
planation more weight than mine? Answer 
question from a Protestant standpoint. 

la the second place, you can no longer ignorq 
authority of the Church and she teaches, ' 
are mistaken — -that your explanation must be S 
e God commands U£ to love and pardon^ 
evenly fimee seven, in other words, t 
without number. He, Himself, has given i 
glorious example. But in the above text, I 
Bpeaka of two things : Forgiving and retainini 
not forgiving. Wonld not oar condition be s 
the extreme, it 1 
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oaaee depended on our enemieB ? How many, alas t 
TTOald havB to appear unpardoned before tlie bar of 
dmne JHstice? It is blaepheinonB to say, that God 
conferred upon the Apostloa a, power to be used at 
landom— according to caprice. Hence, the forgiving 
and retaining power preBiipposea judgment. But 
since the Apostles were not omniscient, how could 
they form a correct judgment without eonfeaeionr 
An honorable judge never condemna a criminal with- 
out a hearing. 

However, thie passage from St. John is not the 
BOlj Biblical test on the subject. In St. Matthew ; 
»e read; 'Amon I say to you, whatsoever you shall 
tiind upon earth, shall be bound also in heaven, and 
Tfhateoever you shall loose upon earth, shall be 
ItMsed also in heaven.' [IS : 18.] This passage, too, 
presupposes judgment, and judgment presupposes 
■knowledge: otherwise, tha wrong man might b& 
loniid. Thiak oF a court binding an innocent man, 
iiBnd and Toot I 

FamiliHriKe yourself with the light — bearers of the 
'4wt age.'i ft the Church : Clement, Tertullian, 
Origen, Basil, John Chrysostom, Ambrose, AugUB- 
lue, and a host of others. All raise their v 
iinpport ot the catholic doctrine. 

In the Acts of the Apostles we find whet follows: 
I Jind many af those who believed, came oonfegi 
find declarhtg tlietr deeds. [19 : 18.] 

8t James says: 'Is any man sick among yon? 
him bring in the priests [elders in Fiotestant 
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Bible] of the Church, and let them pray ove 
anointing him with oil, in the name ot the I 
and the prayer oC (aith shall save the sick man; and 
the Lord shall raise him Tip, and it he he in gins, 
they shall be forgiven him. Confess, therefore, your 
eina one to another.' [5 ; 14-16.] Confess- — but to- 
whom? To those brought in, ot course. And Trho 
are brought in? The priests of the Chnrch. 

It is true, in the Protestant Bibles, printed since A. 
D. 1562, we find the word pHes( changed into eMei* 
Then, as now, the Bible was changed to suit the 
times. However, and only for the sake of argumeu(^ 
let us suppose tbat elder is the proper translation ot 
the Greek. You get serionsly sick; you send for tm 
elder, five miles off; he comes; do you confess to 
him? No, we oonfeea to one another. Well, it on» 
elder oonfesaes to another elder, is it not confesBing 
07ie tn another"! Furthermore, why did yon Bend 
for the elder? Does it not place him in an awkward 
position when he sees you reposing more confid(ni09 ' 
in a lay-member than in himself? Oh, consiatenoyj; 
what a precious jewel thoa art 1" 

Tbomas: "Evidently, the Apostles had the po'irocj 
ot forgiyingfiins; but it whs an apostolic pTerogatiTO^ 
at their death it ceased." j 

Father : "Why so ? Were no mora sins committed ' 
after the last Apostle gave up the ghost F K thai 
forgiveness of sins was necessary In the apoatolif 
is so yet. Are we God's step-childronri 
'urthermore, Ohrist'e Churoh was not establial 
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a partioolar people, but foi all natiooB 

lOut all ages. Preach the Gospel to every 

Behold I am with you all days, even to 

tummation of tlie world. ConHequeDtly, if 

Ripostles had tlie power to forgive eina, their 

tgitimate euoceessora mnst have it, also, as long as 

I'tiie constitution of tlie Church ie not changed. 

I Freaident Harrison has the aame prerogative hie 

I predecessore had." 

Thomas; "The Apostlea wronght rairaclsB; priests 
I cannot work them: therefore the latter cannot lor- 
I jira Bine." 

Father: "This is poor logic. Simply because a 
n cannot digest one kind of food, it does not 
r, that another is obnoiions. The Church of 
) Jews was a true Ohuroh. God himself had 
■Dght them so. They knew it and they felt it. 
they adhered to the Church stubbornly, 
K Sothing short of a miracle could change their minds. 
lOonsequently, Chriet, his Apostles, and their imme- 
a had to work miracles. The Church 
ing been firmly establiehed, there was ordinarily 
o seoeBsity For miracles. In short. In the face of 
R hietory, walking as we do in the broad light of 
I, it is blaahphemouB to ask for sledge-hammer 
ts. Not BO with the forgiveness of sins — it is as 
i" as in the days of the Apostles." 
[ tQtoniaa: "Why not contees our sins to GodT" 
^nFather: "Because Qod eaid we should confess 
n to his agent: W^hoK stns 'you sKaU {orgSM* 
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tliey are forgiven them. Suppose I want to send 
a money-order; I meet thd postmaster on the street; 
I ask for an order; but he says: Go to the offioe;, 
my deputy has charge of it — ^he will wait on you. 
Have I a right to complain ? In like manner, God 
appointed his deputies — to them we must go. 
Brother, said a negro to another lately, within my 
hearing. God left that business in the hands of his 
priests. Furthermore, is it not preposterous to call 
God to an account ? "When God speaks, we shodd 
not ask Why but simply obey. However, a good 
reason can be given. Confession to man is a powe^ 
ful restraint — a curbing of the passions. On the 
other hand, confessing to God would be very ac- 
ceptable to the priests — would relieve them of a 
great unremunerated labor." 

Thomas: "Occasionally Catholics themselves ob- 
ject to confession. They say: Some are always 
running to confession; yet we see no perceptible 
advancement in the way of perfection." 

Father: "You are right; sometimes and, for the 
sake of argument, I am willing to admit, frequently* 
there is no perceptible advancement. This, however, 
IS no proof in favor of an imperceptible one; for men 
may be addicted to secret as well as to public sin** 
Should he avoid only one of the former; for instaiV* 
should he succeed more frequently in the Buppree- 
sion of the inward emotions of anger, it would mdeed 
be a step forward ; though the world would not be 
the wiser. 
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a to belieTe, Thomne, the better class 
ffiolica do not rniee this objection. Most 
bablf Bome one wtahed to have n plausible pzouse 



iBnb let us BUppose there were no udvanceiiieot 

r. OonCession would be good if it presented 

To hold one's own is as honorable in 

ritnal life ae iu bueineBs. 

Bio be a competent judge, it ie neoeHBary to know 

Ifthearta of men iis God knowe them. So long as 

p liable to error it is expedient not to Bit in 



and ■wonid not have introdat'ed Contesaion. | 
Fathers of the Church throughout nil agesili 
it down as an apostolical institution; ajid the ] 
Protectant as well as Cathohi^, oommands it. ' 
miiiiy that bflieved [|ProteBtiiiit TeraionJ i 
eonffxmd and showed their (feeds." [Acts 19 :' 

Thomas : "Unpleitsiuit sa it is, I am constisi! 
admit, that jou have produced strong orgt 
favor of catholic confession. The most i 
feature is, our own Rule ot Faith (avors it. I 
would have thought so? However, Purgat^ 
surely untenable and no argument can be bro 
forward in its favor, What do you say to i 
Father!" .. 

Father: "On the question of Purgatory, cmc 
separated brethren entertain some very unreal and 
highly warped notions. They brand it as ouaorip- 
tural, tmreHBonable, and ridiculous in the extreme. 

Before I give a delinitiou of Purgatory, permit mBj 
to show; 

1. That there is u difTerecce i: 
words, that some »ins iire greater than others; and' 

2. That to sin there is always attached a tempore^ 
pu iiAsli ineii t. 

(1) Some sins are greater than others. This tB- 
scriptural tind reasonable. Some eins are compaced 
to a mote, and others to a beam in the eye. (Matt. 
7:8.) Again no one will say that a gnat is as large 
aa a camel; yet in the Scriptures, some sins Bf^i 
compared to a camel, aad others to a gnat. (Matti 
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28 :24.} Read I Cor., 3 chap., 12-16 versee, and yon 
will find mention niade of aiibstaneeB hard as wood, 
Bnd others us light and comliuBtible as straw and 
■tiibble. Drunkards and fornicators are abominable 
ia tLe sight of Glod,— they shall be excluded from 
the kingdom of heaven. Consequently, the sins of 
'dnmkennese and fornication are greater than others. 
In St, John we read: There is a »!ii which is imto 
ieath, and there isxln vhieh is not unto death. (5 : 
' 16.) A Just man nhallfidl seven times. (Prov. 24 ! 
. JS.) 'He that shall speak against the Holj Ohost, 
Jt ehall not be Torgivea him, neither in this world 
'Jtoc the world to com©.' (Matt. 12 ;32.) Henoe, 
tbJs Gin must be more grievous than others. Ao- 
ftnding to the Jewish law, the criminal met with a 
Imniahment in proportion to his crime. This pre- 
(apposes a diSerenee in the magnitude of sin. Our 
I Own laws are bused upon the Very same prinoiple. 
^^ A law-breakers are sect to jail, whereas others 
ifX6 sent to the penitentiary. Again some are sent 
lo the penitentiary for two years, others for life, 
A child telling a little white lie ia certainly not 
iK) wicked as tho man who whets his razor to cut the 
'throat of the mother that bore him.' 

(2) A temijoral punishment is due to sin. This 
fa aleo undeniable. An immoderate use of pound- 
'a produces dullness, yes, eickneas at the etomaoh. 
IWirium tremens is a consequence of the esceaslTe 
^ of intoxicating spirits. If medical science is not 
tb ibiolt, we must believe that self-abuse is fretjnently 
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Followed hj insHDity and that, Bmong the ( 
dante of a dnmkard, the first generation are fceqtl 
ly epileptics, and the second, maniacs or idiots. | 
the inmates of the hospital, of the penitentiHry,! 
if they tell the truth, they will attribnte all T 
present BufFerings to sin and crime. Deny sin^fl 
there is do reasonable solution to the ills o( t] 
Nay, more, — even after the sin itself has b 
giTen, its temporal punishment still r 
suffered. After the cure is effected, yon must ai 
the doctor by paying the bill. There i 
tion tmtil tkia ie done. In like manner, God den 
Gatistaction of hia creatures after sin and its e' 
punishment have been remitted. Take, for ir 
oar first parents, Adam and Eve. They ate t 
forbidden fruit. The ain was mortal. 
ilay soever thou shalf eat of it, th<ni shalt o 
death. (Gen. 2:17.) Bnt the mercy of C 
gave that sin, and remitted the eternal punis! 
thereof; temporal punishment, how( 
mained due, A satisfaction bad to be mad&l 
the woman God said: "I will multiply thyai 
and thy conceptions; in sorrow, shalt thoa 1 
forth ciiildren, and thoa shall be under thy hnaU 
power, and he shttU have dominion over thee.'. 
3:16. J Quite a pnnlshnient, even after i 
itself had been forgiven. Adam fared no 
'In the sweat of thy face shalt thou eat bre 

return to the earth out ot which thou jJ 
; far dust thoii art, and into dnst thouS 
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(Gen. 3 :19.) Look at the long train oi 

, trials, and haqdships, cold and beat, hunger 

d. thirst, sioknesa and death, — consequencea of a 

, already forgiven. What a severe temporal 

rho Lord Eaid to Moees, concerning the munniir- 

g people ; 'I have forgiven at^cording to thy word 

Bnt yet all the men tliat have seen my 

Bsty, and the eigne that I have done in Egypt, 

.dernese, and have tempted me now ten 

I, Mnd have not obeyed my voii?e, shull not see 

fcland for which 1 Bwore to their fathers.' (Num- 

pl4i20-23.) Here we have another temporal 

" inent attacheid to the pardoned sin, viz., 

n from the Promiaed Lund. 

Javid furnishes us. a proof also. The prophet 

i to him : 'The Lord also hath taken 

piy thy sin; thou shiilt not die. Nevertheless, 

lee thou bust given occasion to the enemies of 

ft Lord to hlnspliome, for this thing, the child that 

D to thee shall aurelj die,' In punishment, 

^ child did die." 

"This may liave been ao under the Old 
sation; bwt Christ's atonement was so oom- 
I, Hail faith alone will save us." 
yather: "This would be going to heaven in a 
OHd-btLsket. Why, then, are we told to take the 
IS npon ourselves ? Why do the Scriptures insist 
iOlQCh on penance and good works? Faith vifhout 
d works is dead. Why did the apoetlee fast, and 
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why shonld we taat ! Thy Futlwr, who seeth 1 
secret, will reward thee. (Matt.6:18.) It woiild 1 
be a loss ot time to shav that in the &ist ages oi the J 
Chiirch, severe and long (not to speak of public) j 
temporal punishments were undergone for sii 
mitted. The student who baa only a smattering ot 1 
history is well aware of this fact. Eiperient 
proves, in its tnrn, that the very thought and fear 'j 
of punishment m a powerful restraint upon the J 
human paaaioiia. Let me, thea, recapitulate; (I).-} 
There is a difference in sin; some are muft' 
others are vi-mul. (2) There is a temporal pjiaisb-' 
ment due to sin — 4i ponisbment which must 
undergone to satisfy the justice of God." 

Tbomas: "Enough of this, Father. Tell ine: whatfl 
ifi Purgatory ?" 

Father: "It is a place of purgation tor the » 
ot the faithful departed, who have died either in 
state of venial sin, or without having fully satisf 
God's justice (or sins committed during lite. 

The definition may be thus simplified; Purgator 
is the temporary abode of all those souls who a: 
good enough for heaven, and yet not bad enongli. 
for heU. 

Protestants deny the existence of a middle b\ 
Consequently, they acknowledge future dwellinjf^ 
places for the perfect and for the wicked, but n( 
for thiit other vast body of imperfect Cbristia 
whose sanctity during life was by no [ueuns of 1 
heroic type." 
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Thomas; "I am growing impatient. If tlie Bible.J 
teaches thia doctrine, producie the texts at anoe." 

Father; "Of ooutse it does: 'And making a 
gathering, he sent twelve thousand (hrachma of eilrer 
to Jeniaalem for eacrifiee to be offered for the sius 
of the dead, thinking well and religioiialy oonoerningj 
the reanrrection , . , . and because he coniH 
Bidered that they who hod fallt^n asleep with god^^l 
linesB, had great graoe laid up for them. It ijB 
therefore a holy and whoUmiiie thought to pray fofU 
the dead, that they may be loosed from aina.' (^9 
Machabeee, 12 chap,, 43 and foilowing verses.) ^ 

Tell me, wonld it cot be ridicnlons to pray for the J 
dead, if there were no intermediate state? Thein-.! 
liabitsuts of the kingdom of heaven need nci prajers,fl 
— the^ are perfectly happy; and the inmates of helj 
are beyond redemption. Heniie praying for the cJcacM 
preanpposes a purgation, Purgatory." S 

Thomas: "Now, Fnther, yon are caught. Tlyafl 
'Books of the Maoeabeea belong ^<> the ApoeryphdU 
Ergo, they prove nothing." fl 

Father: "According to Webster, Apocrypha mean^H 
books of doubtful autlurrify. Conaequently, inj^ 
Protestant friend, I hare as much right to the benefitfl 
of the doubt aa you have,— nay, I have more righlifl 
to it than you, Ijeoause the CoiincilB and the FatheryB 
of the Ohurch declare that the Books of Maccabeefll 
are inspired. Among others, the iTduncila of Oar*^ 
Uiage, Florence, and Trent, epeak uuequivoaally ogm 
.UiiB point; and the Fathera of the Church are n^| 
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less dear. See St. OlemeDt Aleiandrinus 
Stromat; St. Oyprian, lib i , EpmtoltiraiD, Ep.'fl 
ad Comeliuni, lib. iv., St leidonw. Lb in., < 
The great doctor, 8t. Augustine lib ii , 
Doetrina Oi,riatiana, et lib 18 c 3b De Cit . 
most clearly avows that, notwithstand*ny the Je5 
deny the^e books, the Chut eh holdi them canonical. 
Furthermore, if the Bible was false for 1,600 years, 
what aBBurnnce Lave we now ns to its Teracityf 
None whatever. In fuLt, Proteatanta jdmit thiB in 
practice, if not in words, since the> change or revise 
their Bibles from time to time But for the sake o( 
srgumeQt (and only tor the sake of sr^ment), let 
UB suppose that the book m question is not inspired. 
Ih it not as good as anv i thtr hatontal work? 
Does it not prove that the Jew3 prdved, and offered 
sat'rificea for the dead? Must not the prattite have 
been general, whea sutJi a largn roUei tion ■was mada 
and sent to JeruBalem * Tes, nt this present day 
the Jews pray tor the dead. In Eockport, two 
intelligent men of that persuasion told itie so. Just 
after Abraham Lini^olu was aaaassinated, a Jewish , 
eyuagogue in one of our Eastern States called a 
meeting of its members to offer prayers for the 
repose of the dead President's Bool. For stronger 
proof, send for the Jewish prayer-book, published 
by Stole & Money, Philadelphia. But if there is ne 
intermediate state, should not Cbrist, who is th« 
Wag and the Truth, have said to the Jews ; ^ Stop 
yonr praying (or the dead; atop offering up your 
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BEwrifies; save that trouble, and save that eipenae — 
after this life, there ia no Purgatory; there ie but 
one alternative, — either heaven or hell? The Saviot 
of the world said nothing of the kind. On the oou- 
trary, in the New Testament, He implicitly oonflrmfl 
OUT doctrine. In Matthew, we read: Amen, I say tt 
to thee, thmi shalt not go out from hertce [prisonj ' 
till thow pay the hmt farthing. [5:26.] E 
dently, Christ locates that prison beyond this life, i 
It ie Dot heaven, because in heaveu there are 
farthings to be paid. It is not hell, l)ecauae in hell 
thejast farthing will never be paid. Consequently, 
there must be a middle state, called a prison. 
A^in! He that sliall speak agahist the Holy Qhost, 
it ehali not be fi>rgiven him, neither in thin world, 
nor in tt^e world to come. [Matt. 12 :32,] 

If that particular ein cannot be forgiven in the 
world to come, it logically follows that others nan, — 
I Dot in heaven, however, becanse there shall not enter ' 
^intoit anything defiled. [Apoo. 21 :27,] — nor in 
Itell, because out of hell there in no redemption. 
Seaoe, there must be a middle state. St. Augustine 
[De Civ. 1. ixi, c. 13] and St. Gregory [Dialog, iv. 
e. 39] draw the same conclusion. 

St. Paul says: -The fire shall try every man's 
work, of what sort it is . . . .If any man'a . 
work bnrn, he shall suffer loss; but he himself shall I 
be BBved, yet so as by fire. [I Cor. 3 : 13-15.] 

This, cannot be the fire of tribulation in this world, 
tjtinoe the Apostle declares that it shall bom in f/ie 
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day of the iord,— that is,- — on the day ol judgi 

fv. I3.J Neither is it the fire of trial betoreS 

Judge, becattse Iobb m suffered [t. 15J by the b 

ing; — nor the fire o( hell, because, [as 

Apostle expressly etatea.J in spite of this t 

loss of the Beatifi-C Tision ivhich is entailed upoiH 

suffering debtor to God's jiiHtice, he himself ahiu 

eared, ykt so us by fire. [t. 15.] Osnany 

after all this, that there ie a Purgatory.— a oleanaiBj 

plaee for the faithful departed T' 

Thomas: "Ton CntholicB pnt ho much confldenoe 
, in Tradition. Does it also favor the doctrine f}t 
purgation after death 1" 

Father: "Indeed it does; St. Augustine, of the. 
fifth century, eays: 'Through the prayers and . 
sacrifices of the Chnreh, and alms-deeds, Qod deals 
more mercifully with the departed than their sine 
deserve.' [Serni. 173. Enchirid, cap. 109, 110.] 

Listen to the dying request of St. Monica, tba 
mother of that great and holy doctor: 'Lay thil 
body anywhere: let not its care in any way disturb 
you. This only, I request of yoTt, — that you 'vrould 
remember me at the altaj of the Lord, wherever yoir A 
be,' And Bt. Augustine tells us in hia Confeagiont ] 
that, [respecting the request of a dying mother,Jh«j'l 
did BO, (o obtain the pat-don of )ier sins. (OonfeaB. I 
L. ix., ol3.) J 

Eusebiua, in the fourth century, says: 'That tba"^ 
body of the blessed prince (Oonatantine the Oreat^ 
was placed on a lofty bier, and the minlstera ot Qod 
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and the multitude of people, with tears and much 
lamentation, offered up prayers and sacrifice for th^ 
repose of his soul.' — L. iv., c. 71. 

St. Chrysostom, within 300 years of the Apostles, 
Bays: 'It is not without good reason, ordained by 
the apostles, that mention should be made of the 
dead in the tremendous Mysteries, because they 
knew well that these would receive great benefit 
from it.* (In cap. I Philip, Horn. 3.) 

But let us go back still further. The closer we 
conform to the Apostles, the better it is. TertuUian, 
"who lived in an age next to the chosen Twelve, says : 
'Among the apostolical traditions received from our 
fathers, we have oblations for the dead on their 
anniversary day.' (De Corona Militum, p. 209.) 

Again : She prays for the soul of her husband, 
and begs refreshment for him, (L. De Monogam. 
clO.) 

Hence, history proves that the doctrine of Purga- 
tory dates back to the Apostles. 

If there were no Purgatory, Beason tells us that 
there should be one. I believe it is generally ad- 
mitted, that nothing defiled shall enter the kingdom 
rf heaven. Christ says : 'I say unto you, that every 
idle word that men shall speak, they shall render an 
account for it in the day of judgment.' (Matt. 12 : 
1 36. ) Consequently, even an idle word would defile 
a man. Suppose, now, I were a thief, a robber.^ and 
8 cuthtbroat, — ^suppose I had 'wasVie^ "av-^ >aas2^^\sw 
the blood of my brother, — ^whilBt yow., otl \>Cife c^Cs^^st 
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hand, were guilty onlj of little imperfeotiona, buina 
frailties, eiicli as idle words. A sudden death, fa 
instance, apoplexy, takes ns both out of life the earn 
day, without the least ■warning, — without eorroM 
without having satisfied the justice of God for on 
reepeptive Bine; — -would it not be onreaeocabie, no 
to say cruel, on the part of God, to oiiEt you, ii 
punishment for your idle ipotiIs, into the eame pi 
of everlasting woe and misery, to which I, the thiel 
the robber, aad Iho ciit-throat, am condemned to bnrl 
forever ? Hence, Eeason also demands Purgatory.' 

Thomas; "Father, yon are bound to admit, th* 
humun nature levolts against this article of faith." 

Father: "In so far as human nature revoltj 
against all punishment, you are right, T}iomas. 
the other hand it is n great consolation for o 
knows that he is dpjlled, that he is full of imperfoJ 
tions. Therefore it is natural to pray for the d 
Even Protestaifta unconsoionaly pray for theio. '. 
have you never heard tliem aay at the gjav^ 
friend; Lord, hare mercy an his poor aoul t I 
not that a sweet little prayer? But why praj 
there is no Purgatory ? If the dead ai 
they are safe; if in hell, there is no redemptior 
JiUtheran pieacher, (whutie name I aac giTe,jJ 

Id to me; 'I have said at the gra«e: Ma$ H*6M 
retommended to the ni*rcj of God.' 
?e another eweet prayer, enfirely, 
if there be ac PutgEtcry. Anct^fi j 

tnst. e«it ni^rt. oeicre be te^i 




prayed for his departed wife. Jufit think ot 
preacher praying (not for a living), but for a di 
vite. Wbat caneed him to do it ? Was it kia foil 
It was Ilia heart that prompted the prayer, — e 
large and ii warm heart it must have been. 

Suppose two married couplea, living aide by 
In the aame street; — one is a. Oatholio and the < 
a non- Catholic. The ladies visit each other dailj 
They are good, yet, like moat people, have 
faults,— their imperfections,— they talk about T( 
Dick and Harry, Su&an, Kate, and Betsy. It is t 
no particular harm is ictended, but, to eay the 1( 
it is uncharitable. One evening, eapeciaily, tlw 
ladies are hard at work,— -they arc in the height 
their glory, — snipping, snarling, canvassing, oriti 
ing, — when (say in the midst of a thunder-stori 
Vithont B, inomenfa warning, both are struck dei 
He Protestant buries his wife in the city gra' 
yard; the other takes hia to the Catholic cemetei 
Jiiat opposite,— on the other side of the street. 
tta Sunday following, the two neighbors eanie t 
oonclusion to visit the graves of their respeoti 
Tiyea. Their language, their looks, their walk, their 
actions, all indicate a deep and heartfelt grief. See 
them at the grave. Who can describe their feelings t 
"What thoughts are passing through their mindi^ 
The non-Catholic says to himself; 'It ie true 
•yita was a good wife, a noble woman ; bat, though; 
^M waa not so bad as many others, she, like most 
.itonen, hod her faulta and imperfeotions. There ia 
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no die^ising Che tact that she died without prept 
tioQ; and Binoe there is no middle state, n< 
torj, and eiiioe nothing defiled can enter h 
is likely (Ood forbid I) that I shall be separated h 
mj beloved wife, my noble companion, foreTer a 

On the other hand, the Catholic saye to 
'My wife, too, -was a. noble woman; it is tme, k 
had faults, bat since I believe in Purgatory, whe 
Houls that die in the state of grace are cleansed a 
purified from all the dross of imperfection i 
defilement. — I shall do all in my power to free n 
faithful companion from that fiery prison, whe 
doubtless, she is now detained, and help her to n 
that brighter Lnnd, the kingdom of God's ete 
glory,' And oH goes his hat, he (alls on his fcr 
and sobs to the Father of mercies a fervent pray^ 
for the repose of the soul of his devoted wife. 

Both men leave the grave, — they meet i; 
street, — they go home: one with feelings of hoj 
the other with feelings of despondency. Yea, ' 
non-Catholic doctrine is not only nnreasonable, b 
unnatural, heart rending, a doctrine almost of ( 



It is therefore a holy and wliolesoiiie t 
pray for the dead, that they viay be looted f 
sins. (H Maccabees 12 :46.) 

Thomas : "Excited by curiosity, I must aak si 
other questions, though I dread the very id 
being convinced. Tell me, Father, is it true, tl 
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Porgatoiy is quite a eouroe ot revenue for the ' 
priestH? People Hay: It takes a great amount o( ' 
Seady cash to indace a priest to pray a poor soul ' 
out of its diBitiBl dungeon." 

Father: "You remind me of a certain young n 
vho took special delight in attacking our lioly:'J 
teligion in the preaenc>e ciF those, who unhappily I 
oonld not give an account of the Faith in them', ] 
Bung told to go to the priest for the desired ezpla- 

lion, he tersely replied: J am afraid he will' I 
eoftvinee iite. 

But to the question. Let me oall your attentioD, i 
to the following points : 

1. Priests lite Preachers must live. The latter -J 
may foUow some other avocation for a living and ■ 
yet discharge their ministerial duties satisfacftorily. J 
This cannot be said of priests. They are not onljfl 
expected but commanded to answer every call by I 
day or by night. Many travel ten or fifteen miles ■ 
to hear the confessions of the dying. Hence their I 
support must come in one way or the other from tha | 
bithfnl. 

2. Support is support, whether given by way oti 
ttfaying or preaching. The one is as spiritual asV 
Che other. 



e highly salaried, especially ii 
mties. The salary of a priest, stipulated by hia J 
Bishop, is small— usually from *500 to S700,— 
aoaroely enfficient to keep soul and body together 
ind yet it becomes their station of lite to Qve t< 
, '^leotably, 
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i. Catholics are as gratefnl to their j 
Protestaota are to their ministers. When a preach 
marriea a couple, they tender him a fee, ustially D 
rejected; and the greater it is, the moi 
it is accepted. In iike manner Catholics tender ti 
priest a presant, when they demand specia! 
when they ask him to read, according to their it 
tion, a Mass, ■which he -would Bay for hiniseLC < 
some devoted friend. Catholic people however a 
protected. For a marriage a Preacher may take ^ 
much as he can get, but the Bishop saj 
priest: Yoa dare not take more than ot 
for a stipend for Mass." 

Thomas; "Tour explanation on this 
ought to satisfy the most sceptical, Howev^ 
another difficulty presents itself. Look at the gm 
injnstice. Two neighbors die; one is rich and t 
other poor. The niottrners ot the rich r 
Masses said for the repose' of his soul, whereas t 
poor man's soul is deprived of this soothing \ 
not for want of love on the part of the bereft, 1 
on aoconnt of their inability to make presenit 
their beloved pastor." 

Father: '"Analyze the objection and the charge J 
gross injustice wiU be removed. Consider the t 
lowing points: 

1. The more talents received, the greater 
account to be rendered. The widow's mite i 
pleasing in the eyes of Ood. 

2. No priest in condition to do so, will refuse tj 



a MasB lor a pereon in deHtitutioa : at leaat 

lot one. Furthermore, privately and 

icly, prayers are always said For the soule of 

aith/ul departed in general. Tes, oharitably 

le often ask ns to read Maes for thlb 

it ot Poor souls. 

Qod is not bound to bestow any taTore TlpcHi^ 
Indeed, the preservBtion from eternal destnie*^ 

a great, favor conferred upon the poor 
e there ie no room tor complaint. 

fc mo bring the matter home. Ton ai^ 
enjoy aO the comforts of life, of w] 
irty deprives me. Does it follow, that an injn 
a done met If ho, you ought to plaoemet 
dity with yourself. On the other hand, if 
(t wrong to enjoy special privileges in life, why 
A it be BO very wrong in death!" 

We Protestants, strange to say, alway(p 
indered the dootrines of the Catholic Churoh vi 
KraL But, when we hear a Catholic ezpor 
, they seem reasonable, natural and, to i 
t anrprise, scriptural. We do know howei 
S not even a plausible reason can be given i 
S of Granting a license to commit sin. It ia a 
Bously immoral, that the very attempt at 
e would be blasphemous." 

"You are right, Thomas. It ia a permia* 
id the power Of God himself to grant, 
are not casting insinuationa at thv^ 
lolic Church." , , 
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ThoioaB: "To be (rank, I am. What is at 
genoe bat a lioense to commit sin ?" 

Father: Ton are mistaken in the meaning o( 
Indalgenee, It is not even a forgivonesH ot 
miiQb lees a license to commit it. 

Hear what our catechism, a standard work aa 
'An Indnlgence ia a remission of the temporal pi 
ixhment of our sins, which the church grants outa 
the sacrament of penance.' I have told you befo 
a tempurttl punishment remains due to Bin, after 
ein iteelt has been forgiven. If, ae we have e 
sins can be forgiven by man, why abould it bB; 
hard, to remit the puniebment due to sin ? Sboi 
there be any difierence, the latter must be t 
than the former. St. Paul esercised this power 
case of the incestuous Corinthian; parents e 
it, when they mitigate or remit the inflicted pt 
iabment; governors exercise it, when they relea 
convict, imprisoned for five years, though i 
demned by the courts to an imprisonmeat of 
years. If parents and state officials are empow< 
to remit inflicted punishment, why not the Pi 
Buoeeaeor of St. Peter, to whom Christ said : 
ioever thou shaU loo!<e on earth it shall be loo 
also in heaven." (Matt. 16, 19.) 

Thomas : "Taking lor granted, that the head < 
well organized body enjoys privileges of this n 
it must bo conceded, that the Sale of Indvlgei 
is an unpardonable crime." 

FatljeBj ,;'J!t_is.a. crime; therefore the Cath 
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Blways has and always will put on it the 
of her GOndenmatioc Tour ideas, Thomaa, 
about Catholio teachings and practices are exceed- 
ingly warped. It seems, you never read a Catholic 
irork. It you cannot lay your bands on one, Bsk 
any child coming from or going to a Catholio school. 
He can tell you. that Indulgences are not tor sale. 

It is true, the Holy Father often grants thesft 
Bpiritual bleseings on condition, that alms be given. 
But alms-deeds are highly oonimendeil in tha 
Scriptures. You Protestants want everything fot 
nothing' — -you TQust be more liberal and come to tha 
BflBistanee of the destitute, the orphan and the 
Tridow." 

Thomas: "The more I know, the more inquisitive 
it makes me ; furthermore I am bent upon finding a 
flaw in the Catholio church. If it ia not taxing your 
patieoce too much, I shall continue the investiga- 
tioQ. Tell me why do Catholics worship the Virgin 
Mary, mother of God ? It ia true her position was 
an eialted one, yet she was a creature. We Protes- 
tants believe in worshipping the one, true and living 
God only." 

Father: "So do we, Thomas, and every Catholio 
ohild can tell you so. But the worshipping of onB 
Ood only, does not preclude the honor and venera* 
tioQ duo the friends of Ootl. 

It is natural to honor the good and look up to 
'those in high position. Ton respect your good 
Biother : which is a child's duty. The people of tha 
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United States highly honored Mrs, Cleveland. Afte 
T marriage to the eieoutive ot this great mrantry 
the prese teemed with her praises. When she passei 
■ithrongh the country, the people were wild witl 
1 excitement : they besieged B. R. depots, the^ 
oed throngh car windows and they rashei 
irongh the train, to see the wife of the preeiden' 
^( the United States. 

"When General Grant dial, the home of his boy 
vas almoet demolished : many carried off relica 
satisfied their cravisga with a morsel, takei 
^nt of the old flue: all in honor of the hero of oir 
« utipleasantitess. 

e dared call this idolatry. Had any one ha( 

e toisfortune to do so, he wonld have been braudec 

■my to oui coimtry. Yet, Thomaa, yoi 

think it unpardonable, to honor a lady, not ulu 

wife of a President, but the mother o£ God HinuaU 

mgel of the LoKl honored her by hia Halatation 

d the Father honored hor, when, in Hia select^oi 

a mother for Hia only Son, the choice fell on her 

d the Son honored her, when he abided by thi 

6 of his heavenly Father; and God the H0I3 

^host honored her by his overshadowing. 

Finally, in the language of the Scriptures, Mar] 
phesied: Behold, from henceforth all genet'a- 
S shall call me blessetl. Lk. I. 48. Were it nol 
T the Catholic Church this prophecy would remaii 
fnlfllled." 
Thomaa: "TJndonbtediy, your reasoning is un. 
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■feipeeohable. But God deserves more honor, thaaV 

n posBiblj confer xipon Him, eyen if we held \ 

iltOthing in reserre. la hanorlng oreatures, -va take ^ 

'friOTi Him, what is due Him alone." 

Father; ''Again you are on the wrong traok. 
Sitfce a mother, extremely fond of her beautiful ohUd> 
JOU meet and greet her; after this yon turn yont i 
attention to the evtvet fliild. Ton admire the regu- ' 
"ttttty o£ her features, the brightness of her eyes, the 
gtaoeftilneHS of her jnoveroents; ■will the mother feel 
tiSgilted or dishonored? In Hke manner God ia 
•■ -•Wiored,' when we ehow reaped to the objects of His 

' TTlioiaHs: "To some Proteetanta the oeremouiea' 
t the Church appear ridicnlouH. They say: to go ' 
W> tile Cntliolia chnrfh is like going to a show, 
^©(llowever, the ceremonieB eeem Tery ImpreBsive. 
Itikethein and I wonld attend the serriues often; ' 
V^, Father, you know, it ia not very pleasant to 
I sermon, preached in Latin, nnleas you 
TOderstnnd the iHnguage." 
~ ■■ ; "Weill Weill Is it possible, Thomas? 
1 must have tried to dnpe you. I have 
jj^eaoheil for seventeen years, but I have never de- 
BTered u. disuourse in Latin, Moreover, I have 
'BBVor heard one delivered before the people. As to 
i, they are natural end reasonable. When 
,■*« meet a good friend on the street, we bow to him 
i, bid him the time of the day; when he ringa the 
e rise to our feet, ask him to c< 
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we offer him a cbair, we inquire nbont 1 
being; in short, by our looks, by our apeect 
our gBBticuJ lit ions we try to make him feel that h 
a welcome visitor. Without these marks ot attd 
tion he would feel miserable, and we oonld not a 
vinee him of our good will towitrds liim. 

The example of others has a powerful inflni 
over us tor good or evil. The devout a]ijM8rBnoB 
others hoB a great tendency to make ua 
The fewer the cerenioniee, the colder the i 
Dispense with all ceremonies &nd you depriTl 
worshipping congregatiott o( all vitality, 
by will say; it \s the coldest set I ever saw. 
tants are well awure of this ; therefore, though t. 
object to ceremonies, they have them nevertheL 
For instance, (it one part of their serrioe they si 
another they ataud, or laan their heads in prayer. 

In the Old Law the ceremonies were presoriU^ 
most minutely by God Himself. 

Man is composed of body and soul, Both a: 
be rewBjded; therefore both must serve their Mai 

The ooe is the reflex of the other. If the si 
troubled, the body manifests it; if the spirit rejoifl) 
its companion cannot contain iteeU." 

Thomas: "But we must serve God in itpirit a 
in ti^ith." 

Father: "Two persona meet, going throngh 1 
hand-shaking ceremony. Of course this mark J 
mutnal love could be, and no doubt, often i 
ceiving; biit to aay, they did not love each oth 
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beoanae they shook hands, voald be drawing on tbe 
iDSgioation largelv." 

Tbomas: "In tbe coustrnotion of cburches too 
much money is spent. It would be better to bnild 
tiiem lees costly Bnd give tbe BOrpluH to tbe poor, 
orphan and widow." 

Father; "Ab a rule, Thomas, tboee very ones, who ^ 
raise tbia objection, have never contribnted much 
to tbe erection of a church, and what is still wo 
they wish to be exouHcd in the future. A bad 
much better tbau nooo at t^ll; and it 
Bounde so well to speak of the poor widow aad tbe 
helpless orphan. But whose orphans have they 
assisted and whose widows have they protected T 
They are/eu' ami fur between. 

To give the surplus, we must have a surplus. 
But where are those, who would give more to tbe 
poor, if the calls for tbe church were less frequent T 
Experience teaches that, as a rule, tbe Catholic 
3 the most costly; yet no other church 
Oan point to so many and such grand asylums. 

Furthermore, it men build fine bouses for them- 
mlTSs, why should they not build a bouse becoming 
Bhe dignity and majesty of God ? 

is bard to please some people. If tbe 
^nrch be poor and shabby, they eay ; B«spectable 
kKople cannot go to it, it is fit only for the wharf- 

Tbwaas: "One thing, however, you must admit; 
H Ib perfectly ridiculous, to send so much money to 



106 SHORT LINE. 

the heathens in foreign oonntries, when we onrseh 
are surrounded by them. Charity begins at home. *" 

Father: "In the first place, many of those auf- 
rotmding heathens are, as experience shows, no^ 
open to conviction. In the second place, the follow- 
ing rule holds good: Do the one and do not neglect 
the other." 

Thomas : "I am at the end of the row. "What was 
to me inexplicable, is reasonable now. I shall raise 
no other objections, for no sooner are they made, 
than they are refuted. Father, I shall be glad to 
take any advice you may be pleased to give me in 
regard to my future conduct." 

Father : "Kemember, Thomas, that you have but 
one soul to save. Should it be lost, all is lost. 
Therefore, continue the investigation and read the 
following books : 'The Faith of our Fathers ;' *Our 
Christian Heritage;' 'Christian Truths;' and for a 
last learned book, 'Faith of Catholics.* Above all, 
Thomas, pray, that you may know the truth and ask 
for the grace to embrace it. Remember the words 
of our Divine Savior: 'The eyes of the Lord are 
upon the just; and His ears unto their prayers.' 
(Ps. 33 : 16) 'Ask and it shall be given to you: seek 
and you shall find : knock and it shall be opened 
unto you.' Matt. 7 :7. 'Anion, amen, I say to you: 
If you ask the Father anything in my name. He will 
give it to you.' 

In conclusion, says our Cardinal: 'To have a 
private audience with a distinguished crowned head 
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^■tejs deemed n great lionor and ji pririlege, 
PBffgb certuin formiilitieB must be iil>Gerved before 
« andienpe can be obtained. You sre required to 
4tppe«r in court -dress; yon must send in yimr card, 
"^ present a letter of introduction, stating who Jou 
» and tlio object of your visit; yon mnst await tLa . 
I good pleasure in tbe Bate-roiiin, till ha I 
joints the time and pliice for the interview. He j 
I spare ynn but a few moments, ho may be ■ 
4>cntly wearied by your ]>resenee, and he will die- 
StdSB yoa with a formal bow and a faint smile, whilst 
__ I eeteem yourself exoeptlonully fuTored if he 
3Heto''''B some gift upon you. And eo elated are you 
Vf tbe interview that you devour every word uttered 
Ij' royaJty aa eagerly as Lazarua desired to be filled 
"h the crnmha which fell fi'om the table of Dives, 
Ind you treaanre up the gift he bestowed with as 
Ipsoh. core as you would preserve a saintly reiie. 
p Snt how much greater ia the honor to be admitted 
fmo the presence of the Sing of kings and Lord of 
^rde, to converse familiarly with Him, and to pre- 
«Kit to Him your petitions 1 

And to be favored with an interview ■with the 
SWvine Majesty von have not to rppear m court- 
d|«sa. The garment He desires yuu to wear is the 
K>be of inno^^nce, or the sachcloth of hnm hation , 
Vnd the oranuients moat precious in His eight are 
Voa jewels of faith, humility, and devotion These 
Sp&rkle in the hght of the Sun of jnstiee, tiiesa 
oelight the heavenly King, for 'all the glory of the 
'~ 's daughter is within.' " 
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